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Wednesday, August 3, 2011 

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

Friday, August 19, 2011 

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club 

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 W. Oakton St., Skokie 

Tuesday, August 16, 2011  

Annual Chamber Picnic 

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 Oakton St., Skokie 

Annual Multi-Chamber Golf Outing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s Annual Multi-Chamber Golf Outing and Networking Dinner will be held at 

Evanston Golf Club in Skokie, a private country club exclusive to members only. Since 

Evanston Golf Club was founded in the spring of 1898, it has served its members and 

their families as one of the premier locations on Chicago's North Shore, allowing them 

to enjoy a variety of sporting and social activities. The club offers wonderful 

experiences in golf, tennis, swimming and dining while also hosting many special 

occasions and holiday celebrations throughout the year.  

 

This year the Skokie Chamber, along with the Park Ridge and GL Chambers, has 

planned to host a very exciting and successful event this September 12, 2011. The 

new venue will really motivate golfers, as well as offer a tennis & swimming package 

for the non-golfer.  

 

Not only is the venue very exciting this year, the committee members have developed 

a fun-filled activity roster to go along with golfing, tennis and swimming with beer 

and wine included. They have stirred up some very creative ideas for fundraising and 

having fun all at once. From marshmallow holes, to margarita machines, tasting 

samples from restaurant sponsors to passports, the event will offer much much more!  

 

If you’ve always wanted to golf at this exclusive club, then now is your chance to sign 

up to golf or get a foursome together and tackle 18 holes of tournament golf with a 

scramble format. Even if you don’t golf, there is something for everyone.  

 

Above all, there are so many ways to get your business name out there by either a 

sponsorship, donating a raffle or goodie bag item, joining in the networking dinner, 

swimming & tennis package or golf. 

 

Spots for golf are limited this year so please call the office to sign up today.  

 

 

Fees for event include one round of golf, 

cart, lunch, dinner, drawing tickets, 

pick-n-choose ticket, beer and wine 

Individual Golfer Fee: $205 early bird 

Registration and $225 after 8/12/11 

Dinner Only Fee: $50 early bird registration and $60  

after 8/12/11 and $60 after 8/12/11 

See insert for brochure and registration form 

Wednesdays on the Green 

Village Green 

5127 Oakton St., Skokie 

 

Wednesday, August 17, 2011 

Car Show 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, August 3, 2011 

Music - Michael Lerich Orchestra 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 10, 2011 

Dancing - 80’s night 

 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

Wednesday, August 24, 2011 

Pre-Show by the library 7:00 p.m. 

Movie - Grease 8:00 p.m. 
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Wednesday, August 24, 2011 

Multi-Chamber Women in Business  

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

McCormick & Schmick’s  

4999 Old Orchard Center, Skokie 

Skokie’s Backlot Bash 

Friday, August 26, 6-10 p.m. 

Saturday, August 27,  

11 a.m. -10 p.m. 

Sunday, August 28, Noon-8 p.m. 

Corner of Lincoln & Oakton St.  

5127 Oakton St., Skokie 

Swimming & Tennis Package: 

includes day of swimming and 

tennis, lunch and dinner 

Fee: $110 



 

All in One Construction, 2004 

Bassing Roofing and  

Sheet Metal, 1963 

Crown Trophy, 1998 

Dunkin Donuts - Dempster & 

Crawford, 2010 

FDIS Northern Illinois Credit Card 

Processing, 2008 

GPG & Associates, 2008 

Great Computer Systems, 1999 

Lerman, Sweeney & Co., 1994 

Paul W. Plotnick, Attorney at  

Law, 1982 

Prudential Realty Co. Inc., 1968 

Sally Chapralis & Associates, 

1990 

Skokie School District #69, 1987 

SLSF Certified Public  

Accountants, 2007 

State Farm Insurance, 2004 

Sweet Home Improvements, 

2003 
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Mailing services for 

The Chamber Connection 

are provided by  

Chamber member  

New Loyalty USA 

1019 Noel Ave., 

Wheeling, IL 60090 

847-850-7174 

NEW MEMBERS  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

 

American M. Selections, Ltd. 

5225 Old Orchard Rd., Suite 32 

Skokie, IL 60077 

773-206-0460 (t) 

Marcia F. Martinez 

mariamartinez7000@yahoo.com 

Marketing, Advertising &  

Public Relations 

 

Arlyn Tratt Holistic Health  

Counselor CHHC, AADP 

8843 N. Knox Ave. 

Skokie, IL 60076 

312-244-3760 (t) 

886-597-8659 (f) 

Arlyn Tratt 

healme@northshorehealthcoach.com 

www.northshorehealthcoach.com 

Health & Wellness 

 

Bughouse Studio 

4845 Oakton St. 

Skokie, IL 60077 

847-674-3774 

Andrea Horyn 

andrea@bughouseartsudio.com 

www.bughouseartstudio.com 

Art Education & Galleries 

 

Daily Herald/Paddock Publications, Inc. 

155 E. Algonquin Rd. 

Arlington Heights, IL 60005 

847-427-4629 (t) 

847-427-5455 (f) 

Barbara Jakomin 

bjakomin@dailyherald.com 

www.dailyherald.com 

Publishers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minuteman Press Deerfield 

20574 Milwaukee Ave. 

Deerfield, IL 60015 

847-279-8550 (t) 

847-279-8595 (f) 

Mike Conwisher 

Mike.c@minutemanpress.com 

www.deerfield.minutemanpress.com 

Printers & Copy Centers 

 

Northwestern Mutual Financial  

Network - John A. Eiduk, CPA 

5215 Old Orchard Rd., Suite 1200 

Skokie, IL 60077 

847-663-7020 (t) 

John A. Eiduk, CPA 

John.eiduk@nmfn.com 

www.nmfn-chicago.com 

Insurance, Financial Planning,  

Investments & Securities 

 

Search Link 

3944 N. Claremont Ave., #304 

Chicago, Il 60618 

773-682-5530 (t) 

Bill Luckay 

bluckay@searchlinksolutions.com 

www.searchlinksolutions.com 

Computer Networking 

 

Skokie Voice 

By Appointment 

Skokie, IL 60076 

Eugene Salganik 

esalganik@aol.com 

www.skokievoice.org 

NFP Organizations & 

Clubs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Skokie Chamber of Commerce is looking for 

volunteers who want to help plan Chamber events. 

By joining a Planning Committee, you’re getting 

involved, meeting new people and getting your 

business name out there.  

 

Contact the Skokie Chamber office at   

847-673-0240 for more information. 

Join a Skokie Chamber Committee 



Howard S. Meyer 

Executive Director  

 

Deb Mattes, President 

Westfield Old Orchard 

 

Erica Crohn Minchella,  

Executive Vice-President 

Attorney at Law 

 

Carolyn Anthony, Vice President 

Skokie Public Library (Public Sector) 

 

David Putrus, Treasurer 

First Bank and Trust, Skokie 

 

Eric Bates, Secretary 

Doubletree Hotel & Conference Center 

 

Glen Roter,                         

Immediate Past President 

Edward Jones Investments 

 

 

Sarah Bender 

Priority Systems, Inc. 

     

David Charous 

Attorney at Law 

 

Nanciann Gatta 

Niles Township Dist. 219 

(Public Sector ) 

 

Carol Goodman 

Perfection Counter Tops &  

Custom Closets 

 

J.R. Graves 

Remodeling by J.R. Graves 

 

Jack Ivanoff 

Walgreen’s Pharmacies 

 

Scott Holtz 

5207 Inc. 

 

Jerry Mytych 

AT&T Illinois 

 

Kim Ogasawara 

Harris Bank 

 

Brian Parker 

@properties Residential Division 

 

Al Rigoni 

Village of Skokie (Public Sector) 

 

Holly Rotman-Zaid 

Freestyle Marketing, LLC 

 

Mark Schneiderman 

Skokie Park District (Public Sector) 

 

Lynn Seinfeld 

Oakton Community College 

(Public Sector) 

 

Joy Schaefer 

Home Helpers of Northeastern Illinois 

3 

Sales Vantage Referral,  

an industry specific referral group that 

meets each Tuesday to share business 

resources and leads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call the Skokie Chamber of Commerce at  

847-673-0240 for more information. 

A WORD FROM THE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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2011 

BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS 

 

 

 

A Call to Board Service 

 

We are very fortunate as an organization to have wonderful 

leadership which provides the Chamber with an energetic and 

visionary forward momentum.  Our Board of Trustees consist of 

leaders, such as yourself, who have stepped forward to volunteer 

their time in the spirit of service and commitment to the Skokie 

business community.   

 

Now is the time of year when we ask our membership to step forward into one of 

these leadership posts.  During the month of September, we will be assembling 

our Nominating Committee, who will be accepting applications during the month 

of October for Board service. This year there will be 5 retiring Board Members.  

The requirements are as follows:  any member who is in good standing may apply 

to Board service if they have been an active member for a period of 1 year.  

Board members are asked to head up a committee, serve on a program steering 

committee or serve on an event planning committee.  Regular participation in 

programs is required and Board Members are asked to assist the Chamber with 

certain fundraising activities.  Board Meetings are once per month and rotate 

among businesses and locations throughout the community.  Board terms are for 

a period of three years, unless a Board Member is elevated to an Executive 

Committee position. 

 

To serve on the Nominating Committee, is in a sense molding the future of the 

Chamber. We carefully deliberate who is chosen to be nominated for Board 

service.  We choose from members who are leaders in their respective fields, 

have shown a commitment to the Skokie Chamber of Commerce through their 

consistent activity level or their financial support.  To apply for a seat on the 

Nominating Committee, or for Board service, please send a resume accompanied 

by a letter detailing why you feel that your participation on would further the 

mission of, or enhance the activities of the Chamber of Commerce.  The slate will 

be published for the membership’s approval in the beginning of November.  

Applications can be mailed to the Chamber office or sent to my email address: 

hmeyer@skokiechamber.org and need to be submitted no later than Friday, 

October 15th. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  

  

Join us for breakfast and a program presented by 

Catherine Johns. She will discuss:  

 

“Position Yourself for Better Communication” 

 

Discover how your physical posture shapes the way you take 

in information as well as the way others perceive you at this 

monthly meeting. 

 

Friday, August 19, 2011: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center, 4701 Oakton Street, Skokie 

$10 Fee; includes breakfast 

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO) “Brain 

Training for Business” 

 

 

 

Join us at this month’s Small Office/Home Office 

with a wonderful topic and a very dynamic group 

over lunch. The topic is BRAIN TRAINING FOR 

BUSINESS presented by Richard Goodman and 

Joanne Telser-Frere, Cog-Fit Quest. 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 3, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 

Free; bring a sack lunch 

Annual Chamber Picnic  

 

 

Join us for summer fun in the sun! This 

year’s annual picnic will include food, fun 

and networking at Oakton Park. 

Attendance in previous years was high 

with more than 70 people in attendance! 

We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

Tuesday, August 16, 2011: 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 W. Oakton St., Skokie 

$10; includes lunch; see insert for more details 

Skokie’s Backlot Bash 

 

 

For the fifth year since its smash debut 

in 2007, Skokie's Backlot Bash will once 

again offer area residents an action-

packed downtown summer street 

festival in 2011! If you’d like to 

volunteer, call the Chamber office at 847-673-0240.  

 

 

 

Friday, August 26, 2011: 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

Saturday, August 27, 2011: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 28, 2011: Noon - 8:00 p.m. 

Oakton St., between Laramie and Lincoln Avenues  

5127 Oakton Street, Skokie 

Free; volunteer opportunities available 

Wednesday, August 17, 2011 - Car Show  

at 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

 

Featuring some 75 classic and customer cars, food, fun,  

family and entertainment. 

Wednesdays on the Green Presented by 

Evanston Subaru in Skokie 

Village Green 

5127 Oakton St., Skokie 

Wednesday, August 24, 2011 –  

Pre-Show by the library at 7:00 p.m. 

Movie, Grease at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Women in Business: Multi-Chamber Lunch 

with Wilmette, Winnetka and 

Glencoe Chambers 

 

 

Expand your network with this once a year  

Multi-Chamber Women in Business at  

McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood Restaurant for open 

networking and great food. 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 24, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

McCormick & Schmick’s Restaurant, 4999 Old Orchard Ctr., Skokie 

$15 fee, $20 for walk-ins and non-members; includes 

lunch, RSVP Required 

Annual Multi-Chamber Golf Outing with 

Park Ridge & GL Chambers 

 

 

Join us at Evanston Golf Club for 18 holes of golf, swimming & 

tennis or a networking dinner. The Evanston Golf Club is a 

private country club with a beautiful facility and something for 

everyone so don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to join in 

the fun! 

 

Monday, September 12, 2011: 10:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Dinner & Networking 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Evanston Golf Club, 4401 Dempster St., Skokie 

Golf $205 before August 12, $225  after August 12 

Networking & Dinner $50 before August 12 and $60 

Wednesday, August 3, 2011 - Music USO 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

 

Bring a blanket or chair. Gather with neighbors  

and enjoy the sounds of summer.  

Wednesday, August 10, 2011 - Dancing  

at 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

 

Join us as the DJ spins great tunes from the past.  

Dancing on the Green is a Trail to Fitness activity through the 

Skokie Park District.  



 

 

Tommygun Motorsports is owned  

and operated by Tommy Sayadian,  

an automotive expert with 15 years 

experience in the service and 

customization of luxury vehicles.  

Working with Cadillac, Bentley and Rolls 

Royce, Tommy gained insight into luxury 

vehicle services and sales consulting and 

applies his expertise across all lines of 

luxury automobiles.  Tommygun Motorsports services were 

designed to show a luxury vehicle owner the true joy of 

owning a luxury automobile.  They are here to consult owners 

on the customization and performance setups that will take 

their luxury ride to the next level.  

 

Owners of luxury vehicles demand quality and performance. 

TommyGun Motorsports specializes in the next level of care, 

customization and performance of high-end autos. The 

company’s customization services will give your ride a hot 

look, and their service carries the parts and expertise to 

amplify your vehicle’s street performance. TommyGun 

Motorsports carries a complete line of factory and 

performance auto parts for Audi, BMW and Mercedes vehicles 

to meet all the demands of the luxury vehicle owner.  

 

Vehicles that they work on: Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, 

BMW, Cadillac, Ferrari, Hummer, Jaguar, Lamborghini, Land 

Rover, Lexus, Lotus, Maserati, Maybach, Mercedes-Benz, 

MINI, Panoz, Porsche, Rolls-Royce, and Volkswagen. 

  

For any of your vehicle needs please contact  

TommyGun Motorsports. 

 

Thomas Sayadian 

TommyGun Motor Sports 

4939 Brummel Street 

Skokie, IL  

312-912-7386 

www.tommygunmotorsports.com 

info@tommygunmotorsports.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsor of the 2011 Custom & Classic Car Show at 

Wednesdays on the Green 

 

 

 

Chicago, IL—Artistic Director BJ Jones and Executive Director 

Timothy J. Evans are proud to announce the 2011 Northlight 

Season, which includes the new musical Snapshots from Stephen 

Schwartz, the creator of Wicked, Godspell, Pippin! and Working; 

last year’s smash holiday hit at London’s National Theatre, Alan 

Ayckbourn’s Season’s Greetings; Black Pearl Sings by Frank 

Higgins, featuring the incomparable E. Faye Butler; and a behind

-the-scenes look at beloved Broadway legends Alfred Lunt and 

Lynn Fontanne with Jeffrey Hatcher’s Ten Chimneys; and a fifth 

production to be announced. 

 

Artistic Director BJ Jones 

comments, “From Stephen 

Schwartz to Alan Ayckbourn, from E. Faye Butler to Jeffrey 

Hatcher, next season Northlight will embody its slogan, ‘Intensely 

Entertaining.’ These are stories that people will cherish —

fascinating, funny, moving, and very real. It's a season not to be 

missed.” 

 

The 2011 Northlight season includes: 

 

Snapshots: book by David Stern, music and lyrics by Stephen 

Schwartz, directed by Ken Sawyer 

September 16 – October 23, 2011 

Opening: Friday, September 23, 2011 

 

Blending together some of the best-loved music with some of the 

genuinely wonderful lesser known gems of renowned Broadway 

composer Stephen Schwartz, this touching romantic comedy 

exposes a marriage at a crossroads.  Newly adapted, this musical 

reveals the humorous twists and unexpected turns of a middle-

aged couple’s reminiscence of how love brought them together 

and why life pushed them apart.  Mr. Schwartz has rewritten 

many of the lyrics to even the most familiar songs, to stay true to 

the fascinating story and characters of this new work.  Funny 

and bittersweet, Snapshots brings into focus all the wonders and 

frustrations of trusting your heart and believing your memories.  

 

Season’s Greetings 

by Alan Ayckbourn 

directed by Artistic Director BJ Jones 

November 11 – December 18, 2011 

Opening: Friday, November 18, 2011 

 

Christmas has arrived in the Bunker household!  But while the 

children lurk just out of sight, it’s the adults who are making the 

“Naughty” list.  As Christmas dinner burns in the oven and guests 

bungle their attempts at infidelity under the tree, the only 

question remaining is whether Father Christmas can escape the 

fray unscathed.  This seriously funny look at the hilarity and high 

jinks of an “average” family Christmas was last season’s smash 

hit at London’s National Theatre! 

BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHTS 
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TommyGun Motorsports 

Northlight Theatre announces 2011 

Season, including a New Musical by 

Stephen Schwartz and Alan 

Ayckbourn’s hit Season’s Greetings 



Visit www.skokiechamber.org to see: 

 

- Hot Deals - The Chamber Directory - 

- A Restaurant Guide - The Calendar of 

Events - New Members - MembershipPLUS 

members - Photo Gallery And More! - 
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Have you seen me in the windows of 

local businesses?  It’s a sign that 

savvy local businesses use to benefit 

their bottom lines - and the 

community - through the JJ’s List 

Disability Awareness Directory at 

www.jjslist.com.  These smart businesses are promoting their 

disability-aware service to a market that spends more than 

$200 billion annually!   

 

And Evanston-based, non-profit, JJ's List makes that possible.  

They bring consumers with disabilities and businesses 

together for the benefit of both through the consumer review 

website and Disability Awareness Directory at 

www.jjslist.com.  The cutting-edge organization was recently 

featured on ABC Channel 7 News in Chicago for its innovative 

work teaching teens and adults essential Internet skills and 

professional communications skills for job readiness while 

providing a promotional platform for local businesses.    

   

Skokie Chamber business have another way to promote their 

services and products to the disability community and 

support the work of JJ’s List by donating gift cards, products, 

services or experiences to the second annual Bridge Builder 

Benefit event, with 200 guests expected.  The event raises 

funds to help JJ’s List train teens and adults with disabilities 

to use computers and the Internet safely and productively in 

order to improve their economic and social futures.  

 

Tax deductible donations can be mailed  to JJ’s List, (1187 

Wilmette Ave., #136, Wilmette, IL  60091) or arrangements 

can be made for pick up. JJ’s List appreciates the generosity 

and partnership of Skokie Chamber businesses in building full 

community integration for people with disabilities! 

 

Questions?  Contact Lauren Drake at lauren@jjslist.com or 

847-869-0000.   

 

 

 

        

PROFILES 

NON-PROFIT   

 

  

 

 

 

 

Turning Point Behavioral Health Care Center hosted its 

fifth annual Celebrating Solid Support: Turning Point’s 

Benefit for Mental Health (previously the Evening of 

Appreciation) on Wednesday, June 15, at the Doubletree 

by Hilton in Skokie, Illinois. 

 

This event celebrated the many supporters of Turning 

Point, with special recognition awarded to two very special 

and inspiring individuals: Ann Fisher Raney, Chief 

Executive Officer, Turning Point Behavioral Health Care 

Center, and Dan Wasmer, Regional Executive Director, 

Illinois Department of Human Services - Division of Mental 

Health. 

 

In addition to the bustling silent auction, four great 

raffles, and general festivities of the night, this year’s 

event included the inaugural presentation of “Turning 

Point’s Postcard Project: A Dramatic Reading.” This 

stirring performance, written and adapted by Carol Wilson, 

illustrated personal stories of hope and recovery and left 

the room with one resounding thought: Every one of us 

deserves a turning point. 

 

The evening was well-attended, with over 200 guests 

joining to celebrate Turning Point’s mission: Solid Support. 

When you need it most. One attendee wrote after the 

event, “anyone watching your staff the other night 

couldn’t help noticing their love for each other and their 

sincere commitment to Turning Point.” 

 

All proceeds from this fundraising event will go directly to 

Turning Point’s Tickets to Recovery Program, which 

provides support to unfunded clients who have no other 

access to mental health care. You are invited to join in 

this initiative by making a donation today, which will 

provide critical,  

life-saving support to 

vulnerable members of 

our community. Please 

direct any donations or 

questions to Marsha 

Hahn, Development 

Team Coordinator, at 

847-933-0051 ext. 473. 

 

 

 

 

 

Turning Point Hosts Fifth Annual 

Celebration Marking Solid Support: 

Turning Point’s Benefit for Mental Health 

Have You Seen Me? 

Photo caption: (From left to right) Dan Wasmer, Regional 

Executive Director, Illinois Department of Human Services - 

Division of Mental Health, and Ann Fisher Raney, Chief 

Executive Officer, Turning Point Behavioral Health Care 

Center, are honored at Turning Point’s benefit. 

Article submitted by Kendra Kim, External Relations 
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Grand Re-Opening at Mario Tricoci Salon & Spa 

IN ACTION  

YOUR CHAMBER 

Wednesdays on the Green Presented by Evanston Subaru in Skokie 

Special thanks to the participating food 

vendors: 

 

AOK Gourmet 

Costco Deli 

Doubletree Hotel & Conference Ctr. 

Edwardo’s Natural Pizza 

Evanston Golf Club 

Gulliver’s Pizzeria & Restaurant 

J Lafayette Catering Co. 

Jameson’s Charhouse 

LifeCafe at Lifetime Fitness 

Myron & Phil’s Steakhouse 

Skokie Fire House Chili 

Skokie Club Restaurant 

Tub Tim Thai 

West of Edens Restaurant 

Wholly Frijoles 

Thanks to the Committee: 

 

Linda Bouvilom, Skokie Chamber of Commerce 

Holly Rotman-Zaid, A Woman of Substance 

Glen Roter, Edward Jones Investment 

Howard Meyer, Skokie Chamber of Commerce 

Julie Yusim, Duxler Complete Auto Care 

Cathy Gazzolo, Radiant Website Design 

Gerrie Levin, Niles Township Government 

Ross Mathee, North Shore Community Bank 

Kim Ogasawara, Harris Bank 

Mike Yesner, Rotary Club of Skokie Valley 

Rob Paddor, Evanston Subaru in Skokie 

Sam Eckerling, Print - Xpress 

Ralph Czerwinski, Skokie Fire Department 

Barry Landsman, Protection One Security 

Mitch Lopata, Lopata Design 

Thanks to the Taste: 

 

Volunteers 

Silent Auction Donors 

Goodie Bag donors 

Quick pick donors  

Duron Studio 

House of Rental  

Bob’s Gift Basket 

Central United Methodist 

Church 

Sweety Pies Bakery, 

Cakery and Café 

Skokie Park District 

Right Angle Signs 

First Bank & Trust  

Skokie Public Works 

Department 

Doubletree Hotel & 

Conference Center 

Mayor George Van Dusen and Mario Tricoci General Manager, 

Colette Ridge celebrate the grand re-opening of their new day 

spa (from left) the Mario Tricoci  team (center), the Mayor 

shares a few words of congratulations to the Mario Tricoci team  

 

Community members, along with Wednesdays 

on the Green sponsors, enjoy a night of  

music and dancing to 70’s tunes. Sponsor, 

Kaleidoscope Dance & Movement Center 

provided dance instructors to attendees 



Does your business still 

need a website if you have 

a Facebook page? 

 

Yes!!!  Facebook and other social media is 

good for connecting with customers, 

building a network, getting special announcements out 

quickly, etc but it should be used in addition to not a 

replacement of your company website.  Here's why: 

 

1) Space 

You have much more room to talk about what makes 

your business special: its people,  products/services.  You 

can also set up a blog on your website to spread your 

expertise. 

 

2) Ownership 

You own the domain name (.com).  You're not just an 

extension off Facebook.com.  You own the content.  If 

you're not happy with your webhost, you can copy your 

website files and go elsewhere.  Facebook owns the 

content you put there and they can cancel your account 

or close up leaving you with nothing.  They do not give 

you access to the files. 

 

3) Control  

You decide when the look and functionality of your 

website changes.  Facebook does periodic "updates" 

which can be substantially different from what your 

business needs or wants. 

 

4) Email   

It's more professional to have an email address at your 

company website instead of Yahoo, Gmail, etc. You can 

also collect emails at your company website to use in 

email marketing campaigns.  

 

5) More customers   

Not all potential customers are using Facebook and other 

social media. 

 

 

Reprinted from “Tips from the Artistic Geek” newsletter 

published by Radiant Website Design, Ltd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Changing Tools, Changing Features 

    

What would life be without change, a lot easier in many 

ways.  The library is always on the lookout for the best 

small business resources and subscribes to a number of 

databases that offer valuable assistance to small 

businesses; these resources can all be found on the 

Skokie Business Portal (business.skokielibrary.info). 

Unfortunately these resources are in constantly change 

with information providers changing access to their 

databases, changing user interfaces or the library itself 

finding better resources and replacing older tools. This 

change can be frustrating but is an unfortunate fact of life 

in the modern information age.      

  

Two cases of this change have recently occurred at the 

library. One is the disappearance of the First Research 

database.  First Research provided “Industry Profiles” on 

more than 600 business sectors that highlighted industry 

trends and business issues.  This resource was provided 

to businesses by the library after a recommendation from 

a Chamber member who found the information valuable 

when contacting clients who worked in different 

industries. The good news is that these industry profiles 

still live on as part of the Hoovers database. Simple select 

Hoovers and choose the industry tab to find the excellent 

industry information previously offered by First Research.  

  

Another change of business resources is the replacement 

of SimplyMap with BusinessDecision.  Both databases 

provided GIS mapping technology to access marketing 

data but BusinessDecision proved much easier to use.  

Business Decision combines consumer household, market 

segmentation, and demographic data to help businesses 

locate potential customers, identify new store locations, 

evaluate competitors, or focus marketing efforts.   

  

One constant in all this change is the Skokie Business 

Portal (business.skokielibrary.info).  This site is always  

up-to-date and provides links to all the latest small 

business tools available via Skokie Public Library. As 

always access to these tools is free with a Skokie Public 

Library card which is available to all Chamber members. 

  

For more information on this or for help on using the 

library business databases contact the library reference 

desk at 847-673-3733 or Mike Buhmann, Reference 

Librarian by email at mbuhmann@skokielibrary.info. 

 

Monthly blog by Mike Buhmann, Business and Career Librarian 
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�YOU CAN USE�

�NEWS�



 

 

 

 

Headlining this free, three-day street festival will be 

Fastball, the Smoking Popes, Lil’ Ed and the Blues 

Imperials and Tributosaurus becomes The Who. The Bash 

will kickoff in the middle of Oakton Street in front of the 

Village Hall, August 26-28.  

 

Fastball, an Austin, Texas guitar rock band, will  

co-headline Saturday night, August 27. In 1998, their 

album All The Pain Money Can Buy reached platinum sales 

within six months of its release, and stayed on Billboard's 

Album chart for a year. In addition, the group has been 

nominated for two Grammy Awards - including best rock 

performance for their smash hit "The Way." They also 

scored giant hits with "Fire Escape" and "Out of My Head." 

Sharing the top bill will be Chicago punk legends, the 

Smoking Popes, who scored a Top 40 hit with "Need You 

Around" in 1994. The band has been back together since 

2005 and will be fresh off a West Coast tour when they hit 

the Skokie stage on August 27. 

 

Tributosaurus as The Who will headline Friday, Aug. 26, 

with Lil' Ed & the Blues Imperials set to headline Blues 

Sunday, Aug. 29 

 

The event will feature live music on the main stage, food 

and beer, an amusement park/carnival, a 5K run on 

Saturday, a classic auto show, a business expo and 

sidewalk sale, teen and kids’ activities, silent movies at the 

Skokie Theatre with a live piano player, bingo, and 

Sunday’s Farmer’s Market and Rotary Pancake Breakfast.  

 

The event is a collaboration of the Independent Merchants 

of Downtown Skokie (IMODS), the Skokie Park District, the 

Village of Skokie, the Skokie Chamber of Commerce, and 

the Skokie Public Library. For more information go to 

www.BacklotBash.com. 

 

Downtown Skokie – Corner of Floral & Oakton, Fri. 6-10 

p.m., Sat. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sun. 12 to 8 p.m. 

August 26-28. 

 

 

Downtown Skokie Dine-Around 

Article submitted by the Village of Skokie,  

Ann Tennes, Director of Marketing and Communications 

 

SPOTLIGHT 
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�COMMUNITY�

 IN THE 

The Village of Skokie, in conjunction with all fourteen of 

the current Downtown Skokie restaurants, hosted a 

successful two-day Downtown Skokie Dine-Around on 

Monday, June 20 and Tuesday, June 21.  The event was 

attended by over 500 Downtown Skokie-area workers and 

students, including approximately 350 individuals 

employed at the Illinois Science + Technology Park 

(IS+TP).  In addition to the IS+TP employees, other 

guests represented Oakton Community College, Sanford-

Brown College, Skokie Chamber of Commerce member 

businesses and Forsythe Technologies.  Employees from 

the Village, Library and Park District also participated.  

This was the Village's second Downtown Dine-Around, 

following a well-received event held last fall in which over 

400 local lunchtime diners participated.  

  

The restaurants participating in the June 20 "Preview 

Day" included The Skokie Club, Dunkin' Donuts and Taco 

Bell, all in the Skokie Boulevard/Main Street vicinity.  

Approximately 125 diners participated this day.  All of the 

restaurants served two sample-sized portions of specialty 

menu items.  A trolley shuttled diners from the IS+TP to 

the restaurant area, and a 'juggling chef' provided visual 

entertainment on the sidewalk outside of the restaurants. 

  

On Tuesday, June 21, the "Main Event" day, all of the 

restaurants on Lincoln Avenue and Oakton Street in 

Downtown Skokie participated and served sample-sized 

portions of two food items. While a trolley was available  

to shuttle diners through the Downtown area, most 

walked the Dine-Around route.  The 'juggling chef" 

donned stilts and entertained throughout the Downtown.  

Musical entertainers performed at various locations, 

including an authentic Mariachi band, a jazz trio, a 

saxophone player and an Irish folk musician.  Diners 

received a bag with menus from all participating 

restaurants (including those from June 20 and from 

Libertad, expected to open in coming weeks), a 

Wednesdays on the Green dining discount postcard and a 

Skokie visor.  Passports were given to all diners, and 

those who visited at least six restaurants were entered 

into a prize drawing for a Kindle electronic reading device 

or a $25 Downtown Skokie restaurant gift certificate  

(provided by the restaurants).  

  

All of the Downtown restaurants reported increases after 

last fall's event, and it is hoped that more increases will 

result from the June event.  



Quality & Tradition since 1950
Old Orchard Mall • Skokie

847-677-0100

Discover the North Shore’s Best Kept Secret!
Comfortable, well appointed rooms complete with complimentary 

hot buffet breakfast included for all our guests!
• Convenient Location with Exceptional Service
• Amazing Heated Indoor Pool, Whirlpool & Fitness Room
• Health Club Memberships, Swim Lessons, & Water 
    Therapy Sessions Available

COMFORT INN SKOKIE
9333 Skokie Blvd, Skokie, IL 60077
(847) 679-4200    
www.skokiecomfortinn.com

shouldN’T your Ad be here?

For information on advertising,

please call our sales representative

Jim Braun at 1-800-950-9952 
 Ext. 2446

Email: jbraun@4LPi.com

Owner’s Representation/Program Management

An Owner’s 
Construction 

Advocate

5270 Lincoln Ave.
Skokie, IL 60077
847-673-0010

FLOOD CONTROL 
SPECIALISTS

$100 off your  
new flood 

control system
(847) 676-1931

PARKS’  
PLUMBING & SEWER, Inc.

Expert • Respectful • Affordable

Psychiatric services
Individual, couples and family therapy

Medicaid/Insurance Accepted

8324 Skokie Boulevard • Skokie, IL 60077 
p. 847-933-0051 • f. 847-933-0057 

www.tpoint.org

Simple, Fresh, American Dining
Private Banquet Space Available

Let us cater your next event

5203 Old Orchard Road
847-967-8292

www.rubytuesday.com

Mon-Fri 7AM-8PM
Sat 7AM-7PM • Sun 8AM-5PM

8801 Skokie Blvd. 
Skokie, IL 60077

P: 847-677-9550
www.FirestoneCompleteAutoCare.com

Ross W. Mathee, President - Skokie

	 847/853-3598 (Direct)	 866/460-7061 (Fax)
	 847/933-1900 (Main)	 847/651-0267 (Cell)

rmathee@nscbank.com
7800 Lincoln Avenue, Skokie, Illinois 60077

	 ©2011	 FOR AD INFO CALL 1-800-950-9952	 WWW.4LPi.COM	
Skokie Chamber of Commerce  Skokie, IL	 B  4C  31-0980

07-20-2011 09:41:59 

5240 Golf Rd. • Skokie
847-965-3460
www.martinnissan.com



Law Offices of 
David Ehrlich

Concentrating in: 
Personal Injury, 

Worker’s Compensation 
& Residential Real Estate

Phone 847-966-1628  
Fax 847-966-1638

 

DOES YOUR BUSINESS
TAKE CREDIT CARDS?

Would you like to SAVE 10-20% on your fees? 
Ask me about our “Save you money or pay you 

$500.00* guarantee” *Terms & conditions apply

Call Jim Braun at

1-800-950-9952 Ext. 2446
or E-mail: jbraun@4LPi.com 

www.linmarmotors.com 
Since 1958 

Family Owned & Operated

Expert Full Collision Service 
Rental & Loaner Cars Available 

Mechanical Repairs • Truck Lettering 
Glass & Upholstery Repair

847-965-4200 
24 Hour Towing

7860 N. Lehigh Ave., Morton Grove

For your catering needs
	4925 Dempster St	 5228 Dempster St 
	 847-677-4491	 847-966-0522 
	847-677-4492 fax	 847-966-0433 fax

shouldN’T your Ad be here?

For information on advertising,

please call our church representative

Jim Braun at 1-800-950-9952 
 Ext. 2446

Email: jbraun@4LPi.com
	 ©2011	 FOR AD INFO CALL 1-800-950-9952	 WWW.4LPi.COM	

Skokie Chamber of Commerce  Skokie, IL	 A  4C  31-0980
07-20-2011 09:41:59 



Check out the Skokie Chamber of Commerce’s industry-specific referral group 

that meets each Tuesday to share business resources and leads.  

Sales Vantage Referral Group, Tuesday Mornings  

7:45 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. at the Oakton Community Center, 4701 Oakton, Skokie 

Reservation Information 

 

Name(s):  _________________________________________________  

 

 

 _________________________________________________________  

 

 

Company Name:  ___________________________________________  

 

Phone: ___________________Email ___________________________  

Payment Options: □ Cash  □ Check Enclosed  □Credit Card  □Pay at Door     

Credit Card: □ Visa □ MasterCard  □ Discover  

 

Card#   ___________________________________________________  

 

Name on Card ___________________ Exp. Date _____ VCode _______  

 

Please send to: Skokie Chamber of Commerce 

Phone: 847-673-0240 • Fax: 847-673-0249 

Email: events@skokiechamber.org 

 

Please note that the “Pay at Door” option isn’t always available.  

Please see page four for any payment requirements. 

 

Please RSVP at least 48 hours in advance. If you must cancel, please do so at least  

24 hours in advance or your company will be billed for the cost of your registration. 

Event Registration Sheet 

The Chamber Connection is published monthly by the Skokie Chamber of Commerce©.  

Linda Bouvilom—Newsletter Production/Editor, Howard Meyer—Executive Director,  

Gayle Weinhouse — Membership and Sponsorship Director 

Membership Plus Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re interested in learning more about Membership Plus benefits, 

call the Skokie Chamber office at 847-673-0240. 

 

Premier Members 

 

 

AT&T Illinois 

 

5207 Inc. Website Design 

 

Cole Taylor Bank 

 

Duxler Complete Auto Care 

 

First Bank & Trust 

 

NorthShore University 

HealthSystem Skokie Hospital 

 

Winning Edge Properties 

 

Signature Members 

 

Catherine Johns 

 

Duron Studio Photography 

 

Edward Jones - Glen Roter 

 

Erica C. Minchella, Attorney at Law 

 

Interface Financial Group 

 

Home Helpers of                 

Northeastern Illinois 

 

NM Marketing Communications, Inc. 

 

Skokie Public Library 

 

Wednesday, August 24, 2011 

Multi-Chamber Women in Business  

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

McCormick & Schick’s Restaurant 

4999 Old Orchard Ctr., Skokie 

$10 for members and $15 for  

non-members and walk-ins;  

includes lunch, RSVP required 

Wednesdays on the Green 

Village Green 

5127 Oakton St., Skokie 

 

Wednesday, August 3, 2011 

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

FREE; bring a sack lunch 

Tuesday, August 16, 2011  

Annual Chamber Picnic 

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 Oakton St., Skokie 

$10;includes lunch 

Friday, August 19, 2011 

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club 

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 W. Oakton St., Skokie 

$10; includes breakfast 

Skokie’s Backlot Bash 

Friday, August 26, 6-10p.m. 

Saturday, August 27, 11-10p.m. 

Sunday, August 28, Noon-8p.m. 

Corner of Lincoln & Oakton St.  

5127 Oakton St., Skokie 

FREE 

Wednesday, August 3, 2011 

Music - Michael Lerich Orchestra 

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 10, 2011 

Dancing - 80’s night 

 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

Wednesday, August 17, 2011 

Car Show  

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, August 24, 2011 

Pre-Show by the library 7:00 p.m. 

Movie - Grease 8:00 p.m. 

 


