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Wednesday, February 29, 2012  

Business After -Hours  

5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

Edwardoôs Natural Pizza 

9300 N. Skokie Blvd., Skokie 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012  

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

Sport Clips -  Skokie, Combination of sports and a haircut 
makes it good to be a guy in Skokie!  

Friday, February 17, 2012  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 W. Oakton St., Skokie 

Wednesday, February 9, 2012  

Chocolate & Champagne  

Multi -Chamber Event  

4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

Crowne Plaza Chicago - Northbrook 

2875 N. Milwaukee, Northbrook 

 

Sport Clips Haircuts, a place that makes it 
good to be a guy, opened a new store in 

May 2011 at 9404 Skokie Blvd. in Skokie. 
This is the first location in Skokie, adding to 

the more than 800 locations across the 
country. ñWhatôs better than being in a relaxing environment,  where sports is on TV 

everywhere you look, with well -trained stylists and no need for an appointment when itôs 
time for a haircut?ò said Gale Cohen-DeMarco, Team Leader for  the new Sport Clips. ñSport 

Clips has really caught on here in the Chicago metro area, and having this additional location 

will make it even more convenient for guys to take care of their haircut needs.ò  
 Sport Clips offers guys: 
 

¶ The MVP Treatment ï precision haircut, massaging shampoo, hot steamed towel      

treatment, and neck and shoulder massage 

¶ Stylists who specialize in male hair care and stay up-to-date on industry trends  

¶ Haircut services without an appointment ï walk-ins are welcome  

¶ Large, flat-screen televisions playing sports programming at each haircut station and in 

the lobby, along with reading materials  

¶ Special lighting and massaging chairs in the shampoo area to promote relaxation    

¶ Male-focused hair care and styling products   
 

ñWeôre looking forward to providing our unique 

services to more men and boys in the area,ò  
said Cohen-DeMarco. ñItôs great to be a part of  

a successful, growing company, like Sport Clips. 
And, to be able to experience it all in the great 

city of Skokie ï itôs a win-win.ò Sport Clips is open 
Monday thru Friday from 10 AM to 8 PM, Saturday 

from 10 AM to 6 PM, and Sunday from 10 AM to  
5 PM   For more information, visit store website at 

www.haircutmenskokieil.com. 
 

About Sport Clips  

Sport Clips is headquartered in Georgetown, Texas and was established in 1995 by founder 
and CEO Gordon Logan. The franchise has ranked in Entrepreneur Magazineôs top 50 

ñfastest growing franchisesò for the seventh straight year and has been ranked in ñFranchise 
500ź for 12 consecutive years, in the top 10 in Forbesô ñTop 20 Franchises To Startò, and in 

the top 50 in Dun & Bradstreetôs AllBusiness.com ñ2012 AllBusiness AllStarsò. Sport Clips is 
the ñOfficial Haircutterò of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and offers veterans 

preferential pricing on haircuts and franchises. Our ñHelp a Heroò program has donated 
more than three-quarters of a million dollars to help soldiers overseas and in hospitals call 

home through the VFWôs Operation Uplink. Sport Clips is a proud sponsor of Joe Gibbs 

Racingôs NASCAR drivers, Joey Logano and Denny Hamlin, and holds partnerships with 
several NCAA programs, and teams in the National Basketball Association (NBA), Major 
League Baseball (MLB), and National Hockey League (NHL). To learn about franchise 
opportunities, and for locations throughout the United States, visit SportClips.com.   

For media resources and additional information on Sport Clips, visit SportClipsMedia.com. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Wednesday, February 22, 2012  

Women in Business  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

*Oakton Park Community Center*  

4701 W. Oakton St., Skokie  

Wednesday, February 15, 2012  

Lunch ón Learn ñHow to Handle 

Stressò by Peak Performance 

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

SAVE THE DATE 

Wednesday, March 7, 2012  

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

Wednesday, March 14, 2012  

Lunch ón Learn 

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 



AAA-North Suburban Insurance 

Agency  
4730 W. Dempster St. 

Skokie, IL 60076 
847-677-1222 (t)  

847-677-3222 (f)  

Steven Schwartz 
sms3027@gmail.com 

Insurance  
 

Agape Life Outreach Center  
8610 Niles Center Rd. 

Skokie, IL 60077 
847-323-6597 (t)  

Rev. Arlem Brown 
agape.life@yahoo.com 

www.alocministries.org 
NFP Organizations & Clubs  
 

Axecess Advisors  
1769 Richfield Ave. 
Highland Park, IL 60035 

847-926-7055 (t)  
847-792-7555 (f)  

Ron Axe, CPA P.C. 
raxe@ronaxecpa.com 

www.ronaxecpa.com 
Accountants, CPA & Tax Preparation  
 

First Bank & Trust Dempster  
4007 W. Dempster St. 
Skokie, IL 60076 

847-763-1626 (t)  
847-763-1672 (f)  

LuAnn Stempel 
lstempel@firstbt.com 

www.firstbt.com  
Bank, Savings & Loans, Credit  
Unions  
 

First Life Home Health, Inc.  
5559 Howard St., Suite C 

Skokie, IL 60077 
800-559-3191 (t)  

877-709-2725 (f)  

Barbara Palac 
bpalac@firstlifehealth.net 

Home Health Care, In -Home Care & 
Visiting  
 
 
 
 

 

Health Solutions  

Comprehensive Quality  

Care LLC 
5550 W. Touhy Ave., Suite 202 

Skokie, IL 60077 
847-329-7501 (t)  

847-329-7507 (f)  
Caroline Bergeron 

health.solutions.cgc@gmail.com 
www.healthsolutionscqc.com 

Health & Wellness  
 

InSphere Insurance  
Solutions  
One TransAm Plaza Drive, Suite 470 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

773-230-2682 (t)  
773-525-5044 (f)  

Scott Tucker 
dtucker@insphereis.com 

www.insphereis.com/dtucker 
Insurance  
 

Lakeshore Waste Services LLC  
6132 W. Oakton St. 
Morton Grove, IL 60053 

773-685-8811 (t)  
773-685-6043 (f)  

Joshua Connell 
jconnell@lakeshorewaste.com 

www.lakeshorewaste.com 

Waste & Recycling Services  
 

Pinstripes  
1150 Willow Rd. 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
847-480-7676 (t)  

847-480-9710 (f)  
Rose Provenzano 

rose@pinstripes.com 
www.pinstripes.com 

Dining and Entertainment  
 

The Sandwich Club  
4507 W. Oakton St. 

Skokie, IL 60076 
847-677-6020 (t)  

Adele Gorenstein 
thesandwichclub4507@gmail.com 

www.thesandwichclub.net 
Restaurants  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tepromark International, Inc.  
7518 St. Louis St., #1047 
Skokie, IL 60076 

800-645-2622 (t)  
847-329-7882 (f)  

James Peyer 
james@tepromark.com 

www.tepromark.com 
Manufacturers & Distributors  
 

Woodward  
7320 N. Linder Ave. 
Skokie, IL 60077 

224-592-2604 (t)  
847-647-0923 (f)  

Amy Wood 
amy.wood@woodward.com 

www.woodward.com 
Manufacturers & Distributors  
 
Renewals  
 

A Caring Concept, Inc., 2001  

Andyôs Custom Gutters Inc., 1995 

Asha SalonSpa, 2010  

Bassing Roofing and Sheet Metal, 1963  

Evanston Golf Club, 2010  

FLS Group LLC, 2006  

Gorman Home Improvement &  

Handyman Service, 2005  

H&R Block - Dempster, 2009  

Home Helpers of Northeastern  

Illinois, 2010  

Hubôs Gyros I, Inc., 2008 

Konik & Company, Inc., 2007  

Law Offices of Keith Baker, Ltd., 2002  

Leslie M. Stern Design, Ltd., 2001  

Montessori School of Skokie, 2003  

Octura Models, Inc., 1991  

RCN Residential Services, 2007  

Skokie Park District, 1955  

UPS Store, 2007  

Village Profile , 2003  
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Mailing services for  

The Chamber Connection  
are provided by  

Chamber member  
New Loyalty USA  

1019 Noel Ave.,  

Wheeling, IL 60090  
847 -850 -7174  

NEW MEMBERS  AND  MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  



Congratulations to Jetôs Pizza for  

the award of ñBest Pizza,ò at the  
District 219ôs Annual Pizza Wars  

on January 19, 2012  

 

Howard Meyer, Executive Director  
Skokie Chamber of Commerce 

 

Erica Crohn Minchella, President  
Attorney at Law  

 

Kim Ogasawara,  
Executive Vice -President  

BMO Harris Bank 
 

Carolyn Anthony, Vice President  
Skokie Public Library (Public Sector) 

 
 

Barry Itzkowitz, Treasurer  
SLSF Certified Public Accountants 

 

Joy Schaefer, Secretary  
Home Helpers of Northeastern Illinois 

 

Glen Roter,  Immediate Past President  
Edward Jones Investments 

 
 

 

Julianne Arvizu  
Central United Methodist Church 

 

Eric Bates  
Doubletree by Hilton 

 

Marv Edelstein  
Winning Edge Properties 

 

Tim Geiges  
Westfield Old Orchard 

 

Nanciann Gatta  
Niles Township Dist. 219 

(Public Sector )  

 

Jack Ivanoff  
Walgreenôs Pharmacies 

 

Scott Holtz  
5207 Inc. 

 

Catherine Johns,  
Catherine Johns, Ltd. 

 

Brian Parker  
@properties Residential Division 

 

Michael Pauken  
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts 

in Skokie 
 

David Putrus  
First Bank & Trust 

 

Al Rigoni  
Village of Skokie (Public Sector) 

 

Karen Sanders  
Sanders IT Consulting 

 

Mark Schneiderman  
Skokie Park District (Public Sector) 

 

Lynn Seinfeld  
Oakton Community College 

(Public Sector) 
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A WORD FROM THE   

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
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2012 
BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS  
 
 
 

Network with Intention!  
 

NET`WORK  n. a system or structure with interconnecting bonds;  
the exchange of information or assistance among those having 

mutual interests.   
 

Recently, while out on a member visit, I was reminded of an article  
I wrote several years ago about the importance of networking. I 

asked the business owner óhow much time do you schedule each 

week to network?ô and I received a very puzzled look in return.   As the director of 
what is essentially a networking organization, I get it - youôre busy. But I need to state 

quite clearly, you need to make the time to nurture and groom business leads.  
PEOPLE DO BUSINESS WITH WHO THEY KNOW, WHO THEY LIKE AND WHO THEY 

TRUST. Networking is a discipline just like any other task you may be performing, 
whether it be organizing sales calls, balancing the cash register drawer or ordering 

inventory.   
 

A few things to remember about networking:  
 

1. First and foremost, focus on the other person. Ask ñwhat can I do for you?ò 
2. Think of ócompetitorsô as ócolleagues.ô  Same-industry business relationships count! 

If you throw leads their way that may not be a perfect fit for you, youôll get the 
same benefits in return someday.  

3. Set your self apart from the competition.  Business owners get inundated, donôt 

blend into the crowd.  
4. Practice a ñ30 second elevator speech.ò  Youôve got one chance to make that first 

impression. 
5. A ñnoò really means ñnot now.ò  Be persistent in a professional manner.  Everyone 

is a future customer, do not be remembered as a pest.  
6. Passing out your business card is fine, but you may be waiting a long time, if at 

all, for your potential customer to call you.  Collecting business cards puts you in 
the driverôs seat! 

7. Always call to schedule appointments and visits. Itôs professional and respectful. 

Popping in on a client unannounced is rude. 
8. In this day and age- remember- you are selling yourself first, then your product.  

Find a commonality with your clients and prospective clients. Build relationships. 
9. People love premiums, promotions and gifts.  Take advantage of the opportunity 

to leave your business name behind.  Think of it as ñsix degrees of separation,ò 
you never know where that pen or squishy ball may end up.  

10. Communications- email or a little note of follow -through shows your sincerity.  
11. Use tools available to you ï your Chamber of Commerce, the Library, LinkedIn, 

industry associations and the Web. 

12. Give back to the community.  Rotary, Kiwanis, your church or synagogue are all 
wonderful ways to make connections. 

 

I have tried to instill in the membership over the years that the Chamber of Commerce 

is a very effective tool at helping you become successful and reaching your goals. As 
your director, I am available to meet with you to brainstorm the many ways to expand 

your business.   Your membership entitles you to use us as one of your resources.  
Remember, we are your partner in business. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Howard Meyer 

Executive Director 

 
 

 
Sincerely, 
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Small Office/Home Office 
(SOHO)  

 

 

Join us this monthôs SOHO meeting  

with a great presentation by Leo Reljac, 
Primerica. He will be discussing ñHow 
Money Works.ò  Bring a sack lunch and enjoy networking with 
fellow chamber members. 
 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 

FREE; bring a sack lunch  

Lunch ón Learn: ñHow to Handle Stressò 
workshopò 
 

Micha Marquardt, Peak 

Performance Health Care will 
present, ñHow to Handle Stress.ò If you have a strong 

resistance to stress you will be healthy, if you donôt, you  
will break down with a variety of health problems. If you 

suffer from fatigue, headaches, neck, shoulder or back  

pain, digestive problems, hormone imbalances, allergies, 
asthma or recurrent infections, you do not want to miss  

this workshop.  
 

Wednesday, February 15, 2012: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  
Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 

This event is $12; includes lunch  
 

 

Business After -Hours at Edwardoôs Natural 
Pizza  
 

Join us for a great evening 
of networking, food, fun at 

Edwardoôs Natural Pizza! 

The Skokie location invites 
you to sample their delicious 

menu including pizzas, 
pasta, salads and more!   
 

Wednesday, February 29, 2012: 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

Edwardoôs Natural Pizza, 9300 N. Skokie Blvd., Skokie 
FREE 

See Insert for more details  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  
 

Catherine Johns, Catherine Johns, Ltd. Will 

discuss ñNetworking Dos and Don'tsò 
 
Share your top tips for making connections.  
And tell us about your networking pet 

peeves ï the things that torpedo a business relationship 

before it begins. 
 

Friday, February 17, 2012: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  
Oakton Community Center, 4701 Oakton St., Skokie 

This event is $12; includes breakfast  

Fifth Third Bank Presents  
Women in Business  

Positivity -  ñHow can I do it?ò 
 

 

Holly Rotman-Zaid, Creative 
Promotional Products will 

discuss ñPositivity - ñHow 
can I do it?ò Too often we 

find ourselves thinking about the negative aspects of what 

we experience--either inside ourselves or from around us. 
This often happens unconsciously. So 

how do you turn those dark thoughts 
around and make them into positive 

aspects we can use? This program will 
outline some simple ideas & interactive 

techniques for finding a positive path 

for your business and your life.  

 
 

Wednesday, February 22, 2012: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Oakton Park Community Center, 4701 Oakton Street, 
Skokie Note: Location Change for February  

This event is $12; includes lunch  

$15 for walk - in and non -members  

Chocolate & Champagne  
 
 

Mingle with the business members of 

these local Chambers & network while 

you enjoy chocolate, champagne & 
other offerings from our exhibitors: 

Des Plaines, Glencoe, Glenview, 
Mount Prospect, Park Ridge, Skokie, 

Wheeling/Prospect Heights Area, 

Wilmette/Kenilworth and other Chambers 
 

Thursday, February 9, 2012  
4:00 to 6:30 pm  

Crowne Plaza Chicago -Northbrook  
2875 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Northbrook  

 
 

Thursday, February 9, 2012: 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  
Crowne Plaza Chicago, 2875 N. Milwaukee Ave., 

Northbrook 
FREE to Attend  

$70 to Exhibit and $95 for a Retail Sales Table  

See Insert for more details  



SPECIAL 

THANKS  

Be Seen in The Chamber Connection and Weekly  
E-mail Blasts 

 

As a member of the Skokie Chamber of Commerce, you have the exclusive opportunity to advertise  
in The Chamber Connection for free and in our weekly e-mail blast for $25.!  
Call Linda Bouvilom at 847-673-0240 to find out more about this amazing opportunity that you shouldnôt pass up!  

*Front cover of newsletters are $250 and one exclusive email blastôs are $100* 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

Skokie Chamber would like to thank the donors of the  
Annual Holiday Party & Auction  

5207 Inc.  

@properties Residential -  Brian Parker  
A Paul Drake Production DJ, Video & Photos  

American Taxi Dispatch  
A-Plus Pest Control  

Arlyn Tratt Holistic Nutrition Counselor  

BMO Harris Bank  
Chicago Nail & Spa  

Cogfit Quest, Ltd.  
Creative Promotional Products  

Dean Giuntoli's Bookkeeping Service, Ltd  
Doubletree by Hilton  

Duron Studio Photography  

Duxler Complete Auto Care  
Edward Jones Investments -  Cynthia Early  

Edward Jones Investments -  Glen Roter  
Enopi Learning and Enrichment Center  

Erica C. Minchella, Attorney at Law  

Evanston Golf Club  
Evanston Subaru in Skokie  

First Financial Credit Union  
Holiday Inn North Shore  

Toni Mengarelli  
Jimmy Heard of Skokie Maid  

Linda Bouvilom  

Lin -Mar Motors  
Louis A. Epstein, Cpa & Associates, Ltd.  

Lover's Lane  
M&S Technologies, Inc.  

Mario Tricoci Old Orchard  

Mary A. Lynch & Associates  
Massage Therapy Center of Winnetka  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

McCormick & Schmick's Seafood Restaurants  

The Missner Group  
Bernard Small, Creative Apartment Realty  

Niles Township Credit Union  
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts  

Oakton Community College  

Outback Steakhouse  
Perfection Counter Tops & Custom Closets  

Pete Miller's Restaurant -  Wheeling  
Remodeling by J.R. Graves  

Robledo Medical & Wellness Center  
Sanders IT Consulting  

Scuba Systems  

Skokie Chamber of Commerce  
Skokie Maid & Cleaning Service  

Skokie Park District  
Skokie Public Library  

Sport Clips -  Skokie  

St. Paul Lutheran Church  
Starbuck's -  Skokie Locations  

Subway -  5228 Dempster St., Skokie  
Sweety Pies, Bakery, Cakery & Cafe  

T.A. Cummings Jr. Co., Inc. Insurance  
The LockUp Self Storage  

Tub Tim Thai Restaurant  

Turning Point Behavioral Health Care Center  
Urban Beat Dance  

Village Inn Pizzeria Sports Bar & Grill  
Village of Skokie  
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SPOTLIGHTS  

BUSINESS 

Night & Day Restoration Services, Inc.  North Shore Chess Center -  Illinoisô 
Premier Chess Destination  

 
 

  

 

 
 

Skokieôs North Shore Chess 

Center, welcomes chess 
enthusiasts of all ages and 

playing strengths, from 
beginners to seasoned Grand 

Masters, and those who are 

just curious to learn more 
about this intellectual pursuit 

and majestic game.  The Center marked its Grand Opening 
in October, 2010. 
 

The Chess Center, conveniently located across from Village 

Crossing Shopping Center, at 5500 Touhy, Unit A, provides  
a comfortable and modern environment to enjoy and 

pursue the beauty and mystery of chess. Offerings at the 

Center include a wide variety of reasonably priced chess 
classes, workshops, lectures, tournament play, and other 

chess related activities for children of all ages, teenagers 
and adults.   
 

Founder Sevan Muradian sees Skokie as an ideal location 

for the Center. ñSkokie has a tradition for chess excellence. 
It is home to Niles North High School, a long-time chess 

powerhouse and the winner of the 2006 and 2010 state 

high school chess championships. Additionally, the Villageôs 
diverse ethnic and cultural groups, many with a strong 

connection and love for the game,  makes Skokie the 
perfect place for the Chess Center to flourish,ò Muradian 

remarked. 
   

The Chess Center is also home to the 
Chicago Blaze, a professional chess 

team made up of the top players in 

the Chicago land area. ñWe were 
particularly gratified that Mayor Van 

Dusen and other village leaders gave 
their support and came to the Center 

to push the ceremonial first pawn in 

many Blaze  matches last season.  The Chess Center is 
right at home here in Skokie,ò Muradian noted.   
 

For individuals or groups interested in more information 

about the North Shore Chess Center, refer to 
www.nachess.org/nscc, visit them on Facebook at  

http://www.facebook.com/ChessCenter, or call them at 
847.423.8626.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
Night and Day Restoration is a full service disaster relief 

contractor which proudly services the Chicago land area. A 

family owned and operated business, with over 26 years of 
expertise in the restoration industry, the Night and Day Staff 

takes any disaster, large or small seriously. Time is a crucial 
factor when disaster strikes and the staff is available to act 

whenever an emergency may  occur. Whether itôs a leak in 

the basement, mold growth in the bathroom, or a devasting 
fire, the experienced and certified smoke, mold and flood 

technicians are adapt at handling any of these issues with 
expertise and professionalism. 
 

Night and Day Headquarters is based in 

a state of the art, 20,000 square foot 
facility located in Addison, Illinois, 

where the technicians diligently work to 

restore any damaged property to its  
pre-loss condition.   
 

Night and Day provides restoration and 

remediation for the structure as well as 
the contents of any property, either 

residential or commercial and our full 
range of services is broad and diverse. 

These comprehensive services include the following: 
 

Emergency water mitigation, structural drying, mold 

detection,  remediation and removal weatherization of pipes, 
carpet drying, cleaning and disinfecting as well as removal, 

professional moving services, storage of personal property, on 
site cleaning, furniture refinishing, restoration dry cleaning 

and inventory services. In addition, Night and Day also offers 
board up service which includes securing and enclosing all 

openings, temporary building enclosures, barricades, repair or 

tarp roof top damage, temporary electricity, debris removal 
and water extraction from basements.  
 

The staff works directly with the insurance companies in 

order to expedite the entire claim process and minimize the 
headache for the property owner. Night and Dayôs main goal 

is to ensure prompt resolution of the claim so that moving 
back into your home or business is a swift and pain free 

process as possible. 
 
 

312-388-1193 

g.massey14@yahoo.com 

www.nightanddayrestoration.com 
 

 
 

 



Important Things to Give Your Web 
Designer  
 

 

Building your business' first website or redesigning your 
current one should be seen as a partnership between you 

and the designer.  The more information given and 
planning done beforehand will lead to greater satisfaction 

in the final product. Here are some things to think about 

and get ready to discuss. 

 

1) What do you want the site to do for your 

business?  
¶ Give information about the company, hours, location, 

sales. 
¶ Sell products on-line. 

¶ Start a blog 
 

2) What do want it to look like?  
¶ How many pages will it have?  And what will they be? 

¶ Look at other websites you like and don't like and be 

able to explain why.  Was it the colors, font, layout, 

features? 

¶ Look at your competitors websites. Do you want 

similar things?  How would you improve them on your 
site? 

 

3) Content  

¶ Have as much of the content as you can ready to give 

when needed. This includes the text for the pages, 
logos, and pictures.  Much of the delay in building 

sites is waiting for the content.  
 

4) Limitations  

¶ Does the site need to be running by a certain date to 

support a separate marketing event? 
¶ Do you have a budget that needs to be kept under? 

This would affect design elements and features so its 

best to give this ahead. 
 

These are some of the things I discuss with new clients.  
To schedule a free initial consultation, call me at  

(847) 924-4154. I hope you have found this information 

useful.  Even if you can't use my services at this time, 
maybe you know someone who can.  

 
Cathy Gazzolo, the "Artistic Geek" 

Creating websites that are easy to use and easy to find. 
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Monthly blog by Mike Buhmann, Business and Career Librarian 

 YOU CAN USE  

 NEWS 

 
 

  

 
 

New Census Data Available for Marketing  
  
  

The US Census Bureau is slowly releasing data from the 

2010 census. Much of this data can be useful as a 
marketing tool for help in locating new customers for 

advertising and outreach. The US Census Bureau is getting 
better and better at making this data presentable but it 

can still be a little tricky to use.  
  

The American FactFinder website (new site at 
factfinder2.census.gov) is where the Census Bureau makes 

census data available to the public. This site is updated 

frequently and includes results from economic surveys 
such as the American Community Survey, the American 

Survey of Manufacturers or the Economic Census.  
 

As an added benefit to local businesses the Skokie Public 
Library offers the Business Decision database.  This 

database makes use of census data down to the block 

level and combines it with consumer household, marketing  
and demographic data from independent marketing firms. 

This data is combined with GIS mapping technology so 
themed maps along with reports can be created for 

regions around the country. These results can be helpful 
to identify potential customers, identify new store 

locations, evaluate competitors, or as a guide to focus 

marketing efforts.  
 

The Business Decision database can be accessed from the 
Skokie Business Portal (business.skokielibrary.info) with a 

Skokie Public Library card.  All Chamber members are 
eligible to receive a Skokie Public Library card.  For help in 

getting a library card or to access this or any business 

resource at the library contact Mike Buhmann at  
847-673-7774 or by email at 

mbuhmann@skokielibrary.info 
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Article by Catherine Gazzolo, Radiant Website Design 



Quarterly Article Submitted by the Village of Skokie,  
Ann Tennes, Director of Marketing and Communications 
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IN ACTION  

YOUR CHAMBER 

Member Orientation, January 11, 2012  

(Left) Attendees of the 

Membership Orientation enjoyed  

15 second introductions from 

fellow chamber members 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

WHEN:  APRIL 29, 2012 
WHERE: NILES NORTH HIGH 
SCHOOL FIELD HOUSE,  
9800 N. LAWLER, SKOKIE 
TIME: 10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 
 
 

(Left) Kathleen Bergeron, Asha 

SalonSpa, (Back) Scott Holtz, 

5207 Inc. �D�Q�G�����5�L�J�K�W�����/�H�R���´�&�K�L�S�µ��
Reljac, Primerca  

During the presentation, Howard 

Meyer, Director of the Skokie 

Chamber of Commerce discussed 

several ways to enhance 

membership as well as  

benefits of being a member 

(Right) Brian Parker, @properties 

residential, discussed the T100 

group and strategies for 

successful programming 

Attendees enjoyed great food 

sponsored by the Village Inn 

Pizzeria Sports Bar & Grill 

SEE INSERT FOR MORE DETAILS  


