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Wednesday, January 11, 2012  

Member Orientation/Refresher  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

Thursday, January 19, 2012  

Business Before -Hours  

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Samôs Club 

2450 Main St., Evanston 

Wednesday, January 4, 2012  

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

FIRST BANK & TRUST CELEBRATES  
GRAND OPENING OF ECO -FRIENDLY SKOKIE BRANCH  

Friday, January 20, 2012  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 W. Oakton St., Skokie 

Wednesday, February 9, 2012  

Chocolate & Champagne  

Multi -Chamber Event  

4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

Crowne Plaza Chicago - Northbrook 

2875 N. Milwaukee, Northbrook 

Friday, January 27, 2012  

Annual Board Installation &  

Member Awards Luncheon  

11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

Holiday Inn North Shore 

5300 W. Touhy Ave., Skokie 

 
First Bank & Trust officers and staff hosted a 
ribbon-cutting and grand opening reception for 

over 200 business leaders and bank customers 
on Dec. 6th at the bank's newest branch office 

at 4007 Dempster Street in Skokie. The 3,600 
square foot branch was designed to meet the 

requirements of a LEED® gold-certification as 
established by the U.S. Green Building Council 

(USGBC) and verified by the Green Building 

Certification Institute (GBCI). Amidst an 
economic environment that has seen an 

increase in banks closed by regulators, and a decrease in new bank openings in the Chicago 
area, First Bank & Trust has opened eight branch locations in 16 years. 
 

Managing Director Jay Lytle said during the welcoming remarks, ñWe are here to  

celebrate the arrival of the first bank in the Midwest designed and constructed to meet  
the requirements of LEED gold-certification. This new location will allow us to provide  

more Skokie and Evanston customers with a better banking option. We believe in giving  
our customers higher quality service, longer banking hours, stronger products and  

better facilities.ò  
 

Managing Director and CEO Robert Yohanan explained why the bank's eighth branch in 16 
years was a green one. ñThe decision to build an eco-friendly branch is a natural extension of 

First Bank & Trust's philosophy of putting community first. We made a choice to be as 
responsible to the environment as we are to the communities we serve, and we are able to 

make this long-term investment in the Skokie 
community because the bank is financially 

strong and healthy.ò  
 

 
The celebration was designed and managed by First Bank & Trust customer Events with a K 

and catered by Food for Thought, another business customer. Guitar and violin duet Ten 
Strings provided a soothing contemporary backdrop as guests enjoyed globally-inspired hors 

d'oeuvres and organic and biodynamic wines.  In keeping with the philosophy of the new 

branch, all food was sourced with local, seasonal and when possible, organic ingredients, and 
served with bio-degradable or reusable dishware and utensils. 
 

The First Bank & Trust 4007 Dempster Street branch at Crawford Avenue is now open for 

business.  Hours are Mondays through Fridays from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  For more information about branch services and the limited 

time Charter Membership offer, visit www.firstbt.com or call 847 -763-1626. 
 

FIRST BANK & TRUST is a locally owned and managed community bank founded in 1995 
by Bob Yohanan, Howard Kain and Jay Lytle, with a mission to put community first, and 

provide personalized banking and investment services to individuals, owner-managed 
businesses and the not-for-profit community.  Now in its 16th year, First Bank & Trust has 

grown from a staff of 12 to a staff of over 100. The Skokie branches are managed by David 
Putrus (Skokie Blvd). and LuAnn Stempel (Dempster St.). 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012  

Women in Business  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 



Able Engravers, Inc.  

9521 N. Kedvale Ave. 
Skokie, IL 60076 

847-676-3737 (t)  
847-676-3135 (f)  

Eric Cooper 

sales@able-engravers.com 
www.able-engravers.com 

Trophies & Awards, Plaques, 
Engravings  
 

Evolution ID Badges  

9521 N. Kedvale Ave. 
Skokie, IL 60076 

847-677-1113 (t)  

847-677-3101 (f)  
Caryn McCoy 

caryn@eidbadges.com 
www.eidbadges.com 

ID Badges  
 

Freedom Home Care  

1749 Green Bay Rd. 
Highland Park, IL 60035 

847-433-5788 (t)  
Jacqueline Lotzof 

jlotzof@freedomehomecare.net 

www.freedomhomecare.net 
Home Health Care, In -Home 
Care & Visiting Nurse  
 

International Association  
for Colon Hydrotherapy  

11701 South Bell Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60643 
312-863-1036 (t)  

210-366-2888 (Alt Phone) 
210-366-2999 (f)  

Dorothy M. Chandler, RN 
chandler.dorothy@gmail.com 

NFP Organizations & Clubs  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Midland Manufacturing  

7733 Gross Point Rd. 
Skokie, IL 60077 

847-677-0333 (t)  
847-677-0138 (f)  

Diane Fennessy 

dianef@midlandmfg.net 
www.midlandmfg.net  

Manufacturers & Distributors  
 
Most Reliable Remodelers  
Organization  

712 County Line Rd. 

Bensenville, IL 60106 
630-238-5701 (t)  

630-227-6601 (f)  
Stanley Urbanski 

customercare@mrro.org 

www.mrro.org  
Home Improvement Centers, 
Showrooms and Associations  
 
Wm. W. Nugent & Co.  
3440 Cleveland St. 

PO Box 948 

Skokie, IL 60076 
847-674-7782 (t)  

847-674-0379 (f)  
Brian Sabin 

http://nugentfiltens.com  

Manufacturers & Distributors  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ami Koenig Design, Inc., 2010  

Ar -En Party Printers, Inc., 2009  

Bagel of Old Orchard, 2005  

Bônai Bôrith Beber Camp, 2010 

Brickyard Bank -  Lincolnwood, 2002  

Capital Autobody & Repair, 2010  

Cartridge World -  Skokie, 2004  

Cogfit Quest, Ltd., 2010  

Com Ed, 1942  

Computer Nirvana, LLC, 2009  

Cook County Commissioner Larry Suffredin, 

2003  

Corrigan & Freres Electric Co., 2006  

Doubletree by Hilton, 1972  

Duron Studio Photography, 2002  

Eddy Skokie Optical Inc., 2002  

Filipino Newsgagazine, 2002  

First American Bank, 2001  

Five Hands Studio, Inc., 2010  

Forest City Enterprises, Inc., 2005  

I -GO Car Sharing, 2009  

Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education 

Center, 1997  

K & R Family Legal Services LLP, 2010  

Law Offices of David Ehrlich, 2000  

LifeStorage Centers of Morton Grove, 2009  

McCormick & Schmickôs Seafood 

Restaurants, 2007  

Minuteman Press Morton Grove  

Moshe Calamaro & Associates, Inc., 2010  

Niles North Athletic Booster Club, 2008  

NM Marketing Communications, Inc., 2009  

North Suburban Hearing Service, Ltd., 2007  

North Shore Veterinary Clinic, 1972  

Oakton Community College, 1980  

Optima Old Orchard Woods, 2004  

Panera Bread, 2007  

Pita Inn, 1982  

Rotary Club of Skokie Valley, 1991  

Samôs Club, 2006 

Sanders IT Consulting, 2010  

Second Time Around Thrift & Gift Shop,  

N.F.P., 2005  

Secure Eco Shred, 2010  

Skokie Paint & Wallpaper, Inc., 2009  

Sonia Levin CPA, Ltd., 2005  

Subway -  4925 Dempster, 2010  

Suits 20/20, 2010  

Total Benefit Services, 1998  

The Values Doctor, 2008  

Winning Edge Properties, 2009  

Zarem/Golde ORT Technical Institute, 2005  
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Mailing services for  

The Chamber Connection  
are provided by  

Chamber member  
New Loyalty USA  

1019 Noel Ave.,  

Wheeling, IL 60090  
847 -850 -7174  

NEW MEMBERS  MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  



 

Howard Meyer, Executive Director  
Skokie Chamber of Commerce 

 

Erica Crohn Minchella, President  
Attorney at Law  

 

Kim Ogasawara,  
Executive Vice -President  

BMO Harris Bank 
 

Carolyn Anthony, Vice President  
Skokie Public Library (Public Sector) 

 
 

Barry Itzkowitz, Treasurer  
SLSF Certified Public Accountants 

 

Joy Schaefer, Secretary  
Home Helpers of Northeastern Illinois 

 

Glen Roter,  Immediate Past President  
Edward Jones Investments 

 

Julianne Arvizu  
Central United Methodist Church 

 

Eric Bates  
Doubletree by Hilton 

 

Marv Edelstein  
Winning Edge Properties 

 

Tim Geiges  
Westfield Old Orchard 

 

Nanciann Gatta  

Niles Township Dist. 219 
(Public Sector )  

 

Jack Ivanoff  
Walgreenôs Pharmacies 

 

Scott Holtz  
5207 Inc. 

 

Catherine Johns,  
Catherine Jones, Ltd. 

 

Brian Parker  
@properties Residential Division 

 

Michael Pauken  
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts 

in Skokie 
 

David Putrus  
First Bank & Trust 

 

Al Rigoni  
Village of Skokie (Public Sector) 

 

Karen Sanders  
Sanders IT Consulting 

 

Mark Schneiderman  
Skokie Park District (Public Sector) 

 

Lynn Seinfeld  
Oakton Community College 

(Public Sector) 
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2012 
BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS  
 
 
 

 
The Skokie Chamber of Commerce is a thriving business organization. 

If youôve been coming to events lately, you would have heard me talk 

about the strength of the Chamber and the record -setting few years 
that we have been experiencing.  Our membership numbers are 

strong, the quality of our programs are great, member involvement is 
at an all-time high and members are taking advantage of volunteer 

and opportunities. There is a positive energy going on and, for this, 
we thank you.  In 2011, we embarked in several new directions, including offering the 

Skokie community the Spring Greening event and Wednesdays on the Green.  We 
formed an Economic Development Taskforce and started an initiative to attract the 

areaôs top industrial and manufacturing businesses to membership. 
 

We measure our success through the realization of our mission of connecting 
businesses with resources, customers and your bottom-line success.   I take very 

seriously the relationships that we develop, and continue to encourage you to 

participate in our monthly networking events.   In business today, it is sometimes not 
what you know but who you know.  Through your participation and membership, you 

are leveraging the expertise, know-how and strength of our 600+ member businesses.  
You should consider the Chamber of Commerce as a resource center overflowing with 

the information, access to experts and business programs, which are sure to help you 
earn more customers, make better business decisions and maximize your exposure 

throughout the community.  
 

In keeping with our mission of meeting these goals, we have planned a very exciting 
2012 for you. In addition to our regular offerings, new for this year, we will be 

introducing a Non-Profit Roundtable where we will be leveraging the Chamberôs 

strength to support the communityôs non-profits, social service agencies, churches and 
synagogues. Also, as a next step to our targeted efforts of reaching out to area 

industrial and manufacturing businesses for membership, we will offer exclusive 
programs to this sector during 2012.   
 

Our Board Members and volunteers help to shape the direction and mission of the 

Skokie Chamber. At this time, I would like to congratulate the new members of the 
Board of Directors who are stepping up to leadership posts in 2012: Erica Minchella, 

Attorney at Law as President; Kim Ogasawara, BMO Harris Bank as Executive Vice 
President; Barry Itzkowitz, SLSF Certified Public Accountants as Treasurer and Joy 

Schaeffer, Home Helpers of Northeastern Illinois as Secretary. New Trustees include: 
Julianne Arvizu, Central United Methodist Church; Michael Pauken, North Shore Center 

for Performing Arts; Karen Sanders, Sanders IT Consulting; Catherine Johns, 

Catherine Johns, LTD; and Marv Edelstein, Winning Edge Properties.   
 

Whether you are attending one of our programs or events, or strategizing with our 

staff and leadership on ways to help your business grow, the Skokie Chamber of 

Commerce is here to help make your 2012 a business success. The most important 
message that I would like to impart to you this year is to remember that your 

membership in the Skokie Chamber of Commerce is a powerful business tool for you 
to use.  So use it!  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Howard S. Meyer 
Executive Director 
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Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  
 
 
 

Sunnie Levin, Sonia Levin CPA, will discuss 
ñTaxes Made Simple.ò No thatôs not an 

oxymoron. Tax planning and administration 

can be talked about in everyday, non-technical terms. What 
information should you present to your accountant? How? 

How can you reduce your taxes - Legally? Getting together 
with your accountant can be a helpful and pleasant 

experience - not a dreaded one. 
 

Wednesday, January 4, 2012: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  
Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 

Free; bring a sack lunch  

Getting the Most Out of 
Your Skokie Chamber 
Membership  
 
 

Are you a new member and want to 
know what your first step should be as a Skokie Chamber of 

Commerce member? Or are you an existing member and 

just need to brush up on you Skokie Chamber know-how? 
 

Donôt miss the Chamber membership orientation and learn 
from long-time members of the Chamber and what has 

made them successful at building their businesses and how 
you can benefit from what theyôve learned. 

 
 

Wednesday, January 11, 2012: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 
Free; includes lunch  

Business Before -Hours at 
Samôs Club 
 

 

Join us at Samôs Club in Evanston for 

a Business Before-Hours for an 
exclusive opportunity to learn about 

their new membership initiative and 
special offer for Chamber members. 

Enjoy meeting the staff, networking, shopping and a 

wonderful breakfast buffet.  
 
 

Thursday, January 19, 2012: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  

Samôs Club, 2450 Main St., Evanston  
Free; includes breakfast  

See insert for more details  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  
 

Catherine Johns, Catherine Johns, Ltd. Will discuss 

ñHow to make Social Media work for Your Business.ò 
There is no óIò in social. Oh wait, there IS an óIô in social. 

Well, Breakfast Clubbers will put the óWEô in social at 
Januaryôs meetingé as we explore how to use social 

media to support each otherôs business. Get ready to Like, 

Comment, Friend and Link as we create a rising tide to lift 
every memberôs boat. 

 
 

Friday, January 20, 2012: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  
Oakton Community Center, 4701 Oakton St., Skokie 

This event is $10; includes breakfast  

Women in Business: Climate for 2012 and 
What it Means for Your Business & 
Customers...  
 

Join us for this monthôs women in business at the library 

where Cindy Rawlings, North Shore Community Bank will 

discuss the climate for 2012 and what it means for you and 
your customers. 
 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 
This event is $10; includes lunch  

$15 for walk - in and non -members  
 
Annual Board Installation & Member 
Awards Luncheon  
 

 

Join us for this annual networking 

event where Skokie Chamber 
Board members are inducted and 

outgoing Board members are 
recognized for their service. We'll 

also give awards to members for their dedication to the 

Chamber. This yearôs speaker is Bill Moller, an on-air 
host at WGN Radio where he can be heard Saturday 

mornings from 9am -1pm.  
   

Friday, January 27, 2012: 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Registration starts at 11:30 a.m. and the program is from 

Noon - 2:00 p.m.  
Holiday Inn North Shore, 5300 W. Touhy Ave., Skokie 

RSVP by 5 p.m. Friday, January 20, 2012.  

This is a members-only event. 
This event is $35 or $265 for a table of eight.  

See insert for details  
This event is sponsored by SLSF Certified Public 

Accountants and Westfield Old Orchard  
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

Thank You to the Following Volunteers:  

Chelsea Backes, Genesis Technologies  
Frank Cannizzo  

Janet Cohen, Plants by Janet  
Patti Downes, Primerica  

Jennifer Engel, Chicago North Shoreôs Visitors 

and Convention Bureau  
Loretta Ficocchi  

Catherine Gazzolo, Radiant Website Design  
James Heard, Skokie Maid & Cleaning Service  

Deb Lawrence, Worknet Northern Cook County  
Gerrie Levin, Niles Township Government  

Erica C. Minchella, Attorney at Law  

John Murphy, Brain Freeze  
Rick Moskovitz, A-Plus Pest Control  

Anis Rangoonwala, BMO Harris Bank  
Glen Roter, Edward Jones Investment  

Karen Sanders, Sanders IT Consulting  

Sandy Sweilem, Enopi Learning and Enrichment 
Center  

Thank you to the Following:  

Holiday Inn North Shore : hospitality  
DJ Paul Drake, A Paul Drake Production, Video 

& Photos : entertainment  
Sam Eckerling, Print -Xpress : printing  

Skokie Chamber Donors : silent auction and spin 

the wheel 
Joy Schaefer, Home Helpers of Northeastern 

Illinois : balloons and decorations 
Duron Shem Tov, Duron Studio Photography  

Committee Members  

Linda Bouvilom, Skokie Chamber of Commerce  
Howard Meyer, Skokie Chamber of Commerce  

Dima Kirland, Skokie Park District  
Kim Ogasawara, BMO Harris Bank  

Toni Mengarelli, Holiday Inn North Shore  

Dean Giuntoli, Dean Giuntoliôs Bookkeeping 
Services  

Mary Lynch, Mary A. Lynch & Associates  
Art Gately, Albany Bank & Trust Company N.A.  

Tim Reid, New York Life Insurance  

Photos by Duron Studio  

Jim Szczepaniak, Lisa Edelson, 

District 219 and Mayor George 

Van Dusen, Village of Skokie 

BMO Harris Bankõs Steve  

Pavlovic, Dan Barnes, Kim 

Ogasawara and Anis 

Rangoonwala 

(Left) John Orhlund, Skokie 

Park District, and John 

Haben, Haben Funeral 

Home & Crematory and his 

family 

Paul Drake of A Paul Drake 

Production, DJ, Video & Photos 

Skokie Chamber would like to thank the Sponsors of the  
Annual Holiday Party & Auction  



Following are links to federal and state resources  
presented at the November 29 Small Business Event  
hosted by Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky.  The programs are 
intended to help support and strengthen small business. 
Included is a link to the list of tax cuts and credits that have been 
signed into law over the past two years, as well as contact 
information for each agency representative who presented at the 
event. 
 
Tax Breaks for Small Businesses  
  
www.sba.gov/content/fact -sheet-tax-breaks-small-businesses  
  
Contracting Opportunities  
 
The Federal Government is the largest buyer in the world.  Below is 
a list of agency contracting websites that can help you gain an 
advantage over your competition. 
  
U.S. General Services Administration  
www.gsa.gov/gettingonschedules - Getting on schedule  
www.ccr.gov - Central Contractor Registration (CCR)  
www.bpn.gov/orca - Online Representation & Certification (ORCA)  
www.openratings.com - Past Performance Ratings  
www.fbo.gov - Federal Business Opportunities  
www.gsaelibrary.gsa.gov - GSA eLibrary  
www.aptac-us.org - Procurement Technical Assistance Centers  
  

U.S. Small Business Administrator  
www.sba.gov/businessop  
www.ccr.gov 
  

Department of Veterans Affairs  
www.va.gov 
  

eTools  

www.gsaadvantage.gov - GSA Advantage  
www.ebuy.gsa.gov - eBuy  
http://eOffer/eMod.gsa.gov - eOffer/eMod  
https://svc.gsa.gov - Vendor Support Center  
www.gsa.gov/schedulesalesquery - Schedule Sales Query  
(SSQ)  
 

Marketing Your Business: www.gsa.gov.com 
www.gsa.gov/events - GSA Calendar of Events 
 

International Trade  
 
The Department of Commerce has more than 127 posts in 78 
countries worldwide and can help you some of the following:  

 

Find overseas buyers, distributors, agents, Joint Ventures and 
licensees. Provide expert help at every stage of the export process 
and advise on market potential and challenges.  
  

www.export.gov  
 
Research and Development Funding  
 
The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program is a highly 

competitive program that encourages domestic small businesses to 
engage in Federal Research/Research and Development (R/R&D) 
that has the potential for commercialization.  
 

http://www.sbir.gov/  
 
Small Business Capital Access Programs  
 
The following programs provide assistance to small businesses 
seeking financing.   
  

U.S. Small Business Administration  
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation -structure/loans-grants/  
www.sba.gov/localresources/district/il  
  

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity ï Advantage Illinois Program  
www.ildceo.net/AdvantageIllinois  
  

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity ï Invest Illinois Venture Fund  
www.commerce.state.il.us/dceo/Bureaus/Advantage+Illinois/
Illinois+Innovation+Venture+Fund/  
   
Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization  
 
The OSDBU is tasked with ensuring that each Federal agency and 
its large prime vendors comply with federal laws, regulations and 
policies to include small businesses as sources for goods and 
services as contractors and subcontractors. 
  

Federal Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business 

Utilization Directory 
www.osdbu.gov/members.html  
  

U.S. Small Business Administration  
www.sba.gov/8(a)bd  
www.sba.gov/HUBZone 
National Womenôs Business Council 
www.womenbiz.gov 
  

Questions, comments, or ideas for future events  
concerning small businesses, please contact Congresswoman Jan 
Schakowsky by phone at 847-328-3409, by fax at  
847-328-3425, or by email at dave.davis@mail.house.gov. 
 

рллн hŀƪǘƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
th .ƻȄ млсΣ {ƪƻƪƛŜΣ L[ сллтт 

Ǿ упт-сто-лнпл 
Ŧ упт-сто-лнпф 

ƛƴŦƻϪǎƪƻƪƛŜŎƘŀƳōŜǊΦƻǊƎ 
ǿǿǿΦǎƪƻƪƛŜŎƘŀƳōŜǊΦƻǊƎ 7 

YOU CAN USE  

NEWS 

Information and Resources for Small Business  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Member of the Year - This award recognizes excellence in 

business or organizational practices and operation, as well 
as involvement in the Chamber and the greater Skokie 

community. The Chamber recognizes the: Skokie Park 
District  
 

New Member of the Year - This award recognizes a 

member who has been affiliated with the Chamber 12 
months or less and has demonstrated excellence in business 

or organizational practices and operation, and involvement 

in the Chamber and the greater Skokie community. The 
Chamber recognizes: Arlyn Tratt Holistic Health 

Counselor CHHC, AADP  
 

Non -Profit of the Year - This award recognizes a local 
area non-profit organization that has successfully created 

programs or otherwise advanced their organizational 
missions with excellence. The Chamber recognizes: 

Turning Point Behavioral Center  
 

Volunteer of the Year - This award recognizes an 

individual or company who has given of their time and/or 
sponsorship to further the mission and programs of the 

Skokie Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber recognizes: 
Joy Schaefer, Home Helpers on Northeastern Illinois  
 

Networker of the Year - This award recognizes a 

Chamber member who has successfully increased their 
business and facilitated connections to other Chamber 

members through networking and consistent attendance at 

Chamber events and public functions. This person is 
recognized as best knowing how to use Chamber resources 

and connections. The Chamber recognizes: Cynthia 
Early, Edward Jones Investments  
 

Chamber Ambassador - This award recognizes a Chamber 

member who has represented the Chamber throughout the 

community and assisted in Chamber recruitment efforts 
through their enrollment of new members. The Chamber 

recognizes Brian Parker, @properties Residential  
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Monthly blog by Mike Buhmann, Business and Career Librarian 

 YOU CAN USE  

 NEWS 

 
 

  

 
 

Learn a New Skill with Online Tutorials -  
Free & Easy  
  

Technology changes so quickly itôs almost impossible to 

stay on top of the latest software.  Taking a class can be 
expensive and time consuming, and finding classes on the 

Internet can be hit or miss. What to do, what to do. Well 
the library can help. There are two subscription databases 

available via Skokie Public Library that might prove very 
useful to anyone wishing to hone their current technology 

skills or learn something new.    
  

Lynda.com is one database that offers excellent video 

tutorials that cover a wide range of software programs or 
technical skills.  Microsoft Office applications are all 

covered along with a number of business topics such as 
online marketing. Other classes cover photography, web 

page development, design and audio. Having taken a 
number of the classes myself I can vouch for their 

thoroughness and value. Taking one of these classes can 

be similar to taken a college course. 
  

Safari Books Online is another database that contains 
access to the full content of over 1,600 books that are 

available online. These books are primarily in the field of 
computing and technology and are many of the same 

books found in the computer section of a bookstore. These 

books are free and accessible and can be useful when 
learning a new computer application. 
  

To get to these databases via the Internet navigate to 

databases.skokielibrary.info where a complete list of library 
databases can be found. Click on the link to Lynda or 

Safari Books and a form will come up asking for a Skokie 
Public Library card number. All chamber members are 

eligible to receive a Skokie Public Library card so contact 

the library at 847 -673-7774 for more information.  
  

For additional small business help check out the Skokie 

Business Portal at (business.skokielibrary.info).  For more 

details call the Skokie Public Library at 847-673-7774 or by 
email at mbuhmann@skokielibrary.info  
 

 
 

 

 
  

  

 

 

8 

Advertise in Our  
Weekly E -mail Blasts  

 

 

As a member, you have the exclusive  
opportunity to advertise in our weekly  

e-mail blast. Call for pricing options at 
847-673-0240. 

 MEMBER 

 AWARDS  



Quarterly Article Submitted by the Village of Skokie,  
Ann Tennes, Director of Marketing and Communications 
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IN ACTION  

YOUR CHAMBER 

Business After -Hours at Traeger Furs  

(Left) Fely Bayona, Reliv 

International, Samantha Osvoll 

and Gale Cohen-DeMarco, Sports 

Clips - Skokie 

 

Sales Vantage Referral Holiday Breakfast  

Annual Holiday Party & Auction  

(Left) Steven Howchwart, Skokie 

Paint & Wallpaper, JR Graves, 

Remodeling of JR Graves, and 

Ross Mathee, North Shore 

Community Bank 
(Left) Larry Marchfeld, Traeger 

Furs, and Howard Meyer, Skokie 

Chamber of Commerce 

(Left) John Haben, Haben 

Funeral Home & Crematory, 

Ross Mathee, North Shore 

Community Bank, and Bill 

Schmidt, Skokie Park District 

(Left) Mike Kolpas, Sigh A Rama, 

and Ross Mathee, North Shore 

Community Bank 
Sales Vantage Referral members 

and guests enjoyed networking at 

the December holiday breakfast 
(Left) Will Decker, Decker 

Home Services, and Rick 

Reiner, Remodeling by the 

Tin Man 

Kathy Sniegowski and Phyllis 

Malitz, SLSF Certified Public 

Accountants and Abbey Fishman-

Romanek, Attorney at Law 
Board members Carolyn Anthony, 

Skokie Public Library (left) and 

Lynn Seinfeld, Oakton Community 

College 

(right) Debora Sloan, JCare 

Medical and her daughter 

took a break from the silent 

auction bidding 
Cynthia Bock, Doubletree by 

Hilton, and guest at the Annual 

holiday party and auction 


