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Wednesday, October 5, 2011  

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

Ǿ упт-сто-лнпл 
Ŧ упт-сто-лнпф 

Tuesday, October 11, 2011  

Business After -Hours  

5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

Duron Studio 

4710 Oakton St., Skokie 

Tuesday, October 18, 2011  

Multi -Chamber Business - to -

Business Expo & Taste  

3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  

Bristol Court Banquets 

828 E. Rand Rd., Mount Prospect 

Friday, October 21, 2011  

Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

Oakton Park Community Center 

4701 W. Oakton St., Skokie 

Friday, October 28, 2011  

Annual Legislators Forum  

7:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Evanston Golf Club 

4401 W. Dempster St., Skokie 

 

Save the Date:  

Thursday, November 10, 2011  

Business After -Hours  

5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  

Creative Promotional Products 

7300 N. Monticello, Skokie 

Wednesday, October 26, 2011  

Women in Business  

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

Wednesday, October 19, 2011  

Lunch nô Learn 

Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library 

5215 Oakton St., Skokie 

Event Sponsored by  

Friday, October 28, 2011: 7:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Evanston Golf  Club 

4401 W. Dempster St., Skokie 
 

 
Donõt miss this opportunity to join Skokie 

Chamber of  Commerce members and our 

Legislators for breakfast and an open forum. 
 

$35 per member/$45 non-member/$265 for tables of  8 

 

¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǊŘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜΧ 
 

Skokie Chamber of  Commerce  

Annual Legislatorsõ Forum 



BlueGreen Realty, Inc.  

6901 N. Lincoln Ave, 
Lincolnwood, IL 60712 

773-576-4303 (t)  
773-751-5536 (f)  

Heather T. Turley 
heather@bluegreenrealty.com 

www.bluegreenrealty.com 
Real Estate, Commercial &  
Residential  
 

Brain Freeze  

413 W. Olive St. 
Prospect Heights, IL 60070 

847-630-2363 (t)  

John Murphy 
mountainmurft@sbcglobal.net 

www.Brainfreezeicecreamnovelties.com 
Ice Cream and Frozen Yogurt  
 

Comedian Peter Lipsey  
1624 Walnut Ave. 

Wilmette, IL 60091 
847-606-5525 (t)  

866-846-6836 (f)  
Peter Lipsey 

thejokewriter@comcast.net 

www.peterlipsey.com 
Entertainment & Theatrical  
Productions  
 

E-Z Movers, Inc.  

3400 Oakton St. 
Skokie, IL 60076 

888-917-8300 (t)  
847-568-9388 

Vasilka Atanasova 
vasilka@e-zmovers.com 

www.e-zmovers.com 
Moving & Storage  
 

Fast and Fair Mediation Services, 

Inc.  
9933 Lawler Ave., Suite 322 

Skokie, IL 60077 
847-677-1555 (t)  

847-677-1080 (f)  
Michael S. Froman 

Michael@fastandfairmediation.com 
Attorneys & Legal Services  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Fit Body Boot Camp  

7876 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Skokie, IL 60077 

773-306-8096 (t)  
Eirith Garza 

info@bootcampchicagoland.com 
www.bootcampchicagoland.com 

Health & Fitness Centers  
 

Home Outlet Design  

5404 W. Touhy Ave. 
Skokie, IL 60077 

847-676-4000 (t)  
847-676-4001 (f)  

Halil Sari 

halil@homedesignoutletcenter.com 
www.HomeDesignOutletCenter.com 

Home Improvement Centers and 
Showrooms  
 

Room & Board  
10071 Skokie Blvd. 

Skokie, IL 60077 
847-673-2655 (t)  

847-673-0299 (f)  
Steven Rosengren 

srosengren@roomandboard.com 

www.roomandboard.com 
Furnishings -  Home & Office  
 

Sport Clips - Skokie  
9404 Skokie Blvd. 

Skokie, IL 60077 
847-987-6603 (t)  

847-487-8073 
Gale Cohen-DeMarco 

gcohendemarco@hotmail.com 
http://haircutmenskokieil.com  

Hair Salons  
 

Svet Russian Media Group  
350 E. Dundee Rd., Suite 206 

Wheeling, IL 60090 
847-243-0838 (t)  

847-243-0840 (f)  
Natalia Osipova 

yp@svet.com 
Www.svet.com 

Publishers  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Albany Bank & Trust Company N.A., 1996  

Alden North Shore Rehabilitation and Health Care 

Center, Inc., 2009  

Alpha Insurance Agency, 2008  

American Friends of Magen David Adom, 2009  

Annie's Pancake House, 2000  

Birkenheier Truckpointing and Masonry, 1985  

Central Sheet Metal Products, Inc., 1985  

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage -   

Evanston, 2008  

Edwardo's Natural Pizza, 1997  

Gorman Home Improvement &  

Handyman Service, 2005  

Kenny the Kleener, 1992  

Kramer's Pet Sitting & Dog Walking, 2010  

Main & Crawford Auto Repair, 2005  

Mario Tricoci Salon & Day Spa, 2007  

Mary Kay Cosmetics, Janis Onstott  

Michael Halliburton MAI, 2008  

North Shore Center for the Performing  

Arts in Skokie, 1995  

Outback Steakhouse, 1997  

Reliv International -  Fely Bayona, 2008  

Shavitz Heating and Air Conditioning, 2000  

United Printing Equipment, 2010  

Westfield Old Orchard, 1977  
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Mailing services for  

The Chamber Connection  
are provided by  

Chamber member  
New Loyalty USA  

1019 Noel Ave.,  

Wheeling, IL 60090  
847 -850 -7174  

NEW MEMBERS  MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  

Update Your Chamber 
Listing for FREE!  

 

By logging into your Chamber  
account you can: 

 

¶ Update your contact information  

¶ Advertise a Hot Deal (coupon, sale, 

promotion)  

¶ List a job opening  

¶ Add a description to your listing  
 

Call 847 -673 -0240 to find out how!  
 

***Name Change***  

Pre -Paid Legal Services, Inc. is now:  
 

LegalShield/GoSmallBiz.com  



Howard S. Meyer 
Executive Director  

 
Howard Meyer, Executive Director  

Skokie Chamber of Commerce 
 

Deb Mattes, President  
Westfield Old Orchard 

 

Erica Crohn Minchella,  
Executive Vice -President  

Attorney at Law 
 

Carolyn Anthony, Vice President  
Skokie Public Library (Public Sector) 

 

David Putrus, Treasurer  
First Bank and Trust, Skokie 

 

Eric Bates, Secretary  

Doubletree by Hilton 
 

Glen Roter, Immediate Past President  
Edward Jones Investments 

 

Sarah Bender  
New Loyalty USA 

    

David Charous  
Attorney at Law 

 

Nanciann Gatta  
Niles Township Dist. 219 

(Public Sector ) 
 

Carol Goodman  
Perfection Counter Tops &  

Custom Closets 
 

J.R. Graves  
Remodeling by J.R. Graves 

 

Barry Itzkowitz  
SLSF Certified Public Accountants 

 

Jack Ivanoff  
Walgreenôs Pharmacies 

 

Scott Holtz  
5207 Inc. 

 

Jerry Mytych  
AT&T Illinois 

 

Kim Ogasawara  
Harris Bank 

 

Brian Parker  
@properties Residential Division 

 

Al Rigoni  
Village of Skokie (Public Sector) 

 

Holly Rotman -Zaid  
A Woman of Substance 

 

Mark Schneiderman  
Skokie Park District (Public Sector) 

 

Lynn Seinfeld  
Oakton Community College 

(Public Sector) 
 

Joy Schaefer  
Home Helpers of Northeastern Illinois 

3 

A WORD FROM THE   

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
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2011 
BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS  

Dear Fellow Chamber Members, 
  

I am being transferred to Westfieldôs biggest mall in the United States, Garden State Plaza in 
Paramus, NJ.  This is a huge career opportunity for me.  However, I will certainly miss being 
part of such a wonderful Chamber and located in such a fabulous and unique community. I 
have always felt welcomed and a key part of the community, and I owe that to the 
dedication and passion of this Chamber and its members. 
  

I am honored to have served as your President and I wish you all great success in the 
future. My replacement is Tim Geiges.  He has been the General Manager at Westfield 
Hawthorn in Vernon Hills for the past 6 years.  He is a great guy and I know you will enjoy 
getting to know him. Thank you again for your support and camaraderie.   
  

Best endeavors, 
  

Deb Mattes, CSM/Senior General Manager/Westfield Old Orchard 

 
 

Farewell to a Friend  
 
Old Orchard Shopping Center opened in 1956 with great fanfare.  It shaped what Skokie, 
Illinois is today, one of the top communities on the North Shore. Myth has it that developer 
Phillip Klutznik wanted to locate the mall in neighboring Evanston, but the city leaders 
opposed the idea, so it was built in Skokie.  At the time, Skokie was considered to be quite 
rural, with many farms, orchards and vegetable stands in the area.  Contrary to popular 
belief, however, the mall was not built on an old apple orchard. For those of us who grew 
up in the area, no matter which decade, it was and is the center of many of our youthful 
memories. As a teenager, I remember hanging out at Kroch and Brentanoôs bookstore, 
Wagôs and the cafeteria at Montgomery Wardôs. 
 

Westfield Corporation bought the mall in 2002 and has developed it into a crown jewel for 
the region.  Westfield Old Orchard continues to play a vital role to the Village of Skokie. Not 
only does it contribute to the economic stability of the Village, but it has long established 
Skokie as a premier shopping destination. It is due to this critical Village -wide economic 
role, that Westfield also plays an important role with the Skokie Chamber of Commerce. In 
the half century that Old Orchard has been an anchor in the community, there has always 
been a representative from the shopping center on our Board of Directors.  
 

As we say ñgoodbyeò to Deb Mattes, Senior General Manager of the shopping center for the 
past 4 ½ years, I would like to thank her for many of the recent Chamber successes and 
successes at the mall.  Under her leadership, Westfield Old Orchard completed another 
major redevelopment changing the face and character at the north end of the center.  The 
new food court óWilde and Greeneô was redeveloped. The mall is leased with more tenants 
than at any other time in its history. When Deb arrived in 2007, she immediately became 
active on the Chamber Board of Directors, stepping up to major roles including  President, 
Chair of the Nominating Committee and member of the Economic Development Taskforce.  

She was a trusted confidant and advisor to many of us in the Chamber leadership. 
 

Please help me thank Deb for all the contributions she has made to the Chamber of 
Commerce and to the community as a whole. We will miss you and I hope our paths will 
cross again soon. 
 
Sincerely, 
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NETWORKING AND COMMUNITY 

EVENTS  
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Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club  
    

Join us at this monthôs breakfast club with over  

40 attendees. This event is has a very dynamic 
and a wonderful presentation by Catherine Johns. 

She will discuss ñHow to Make the Most of Calls  
with Customers.ò 
 

Friday, October 21, 2011: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  

Oakton Park Community Center, 4701 Oakton Street, Skokie 
$10 Fee; includes breakfast  

 

Small Office/Home Office (SOHO)  
 
Holistic Health Counselor, Arlyn Tratt will discuss Strategies  

that business people can use to help them get through the day 

without hitting those 3:00 hunger pangs. There will also be  
some fun exercises that will shed some light on our food choices 

that we make and how they effect us at work and home.  
 
 
 

Wednesday, October 5, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  
Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton Street, Skokie 

Free; bring a sack lunch  

 
  

 
 

Business After -Hours at 
Duron Studio  
    

Join us for an after-hours event at 
Duron Studio Photography. This event 

will also mark the unveiling of Duron 
Shem Tov's "Dance is My Life" exhibit 

featuring images of young ballet dancers from Skokie's Ballet 

Russe School of Dance and other fine arts institutions. 
 

Join us for a night of networking, food and fun!  
 
 

Tuesday, October 11, 2011: 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.   
Duron Studio, 4710 Oakton St., Skokie 

Free; see insert for more details  

Lunch ón Learn: ñReal Estate 
Investing for the Business 
Professionalò 

 
 

At this monthôs Lunch ón Learn, Marv 

Edelstein, Winning Edge Properties will 
discuss, ñReal Estate Investing for the Business Professional.ò 

Donôt miss this opportunity to learn something new and enjoy 
lunch and networking with fellow Chamber members.  
 

Wednesday, October 19, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton St., Skokie 
$10; includes lunch  

 

Women in Business: Juggling Home and 
Work - Mission Impossible or Fun and Profitable  

 

"Today's woman in business has more challenges 
than ever when it comes to trying to juggle all the 

demands of work and home, let alone trying to fit in 
some self-care.  Is it Mission Impossible or Fun and Profitable?  

Come to learn and share some strategies with Jill Fein Baker, 
LCSW, a psychotherapist in private practice for 22 years. 
 
 

Wednesday, October 26, 2011: Noon - 1:30 p.m.  

Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton St., 
Skokie $10 fee, $15 for walk - ins and 

non -members; includes lunch  
RSVP Required  

 

Multi -Chamber Business to Business  
Expo & Taste  
  

Looking for leads, new business, and a 
way to build your professional network? 

The KEY to your success is face-to-face 
networking! Donôt pass up this 

opportunity to reach potential clients 

and customers! Attend or exhibit at this event with over 400 
attendees. Free to attend and $250 to exhibit. For taste 

exhibitors the cost is $50 to display samples. 
 
 

Tuesday, October 18, 2011: 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.   
Bristol Court Banquets, 828 E. Rand Rd., Mount Prospect 

Exhibitor Fee: $250 and $50 for Taste Exhibitor  
FREE to Attend  

See insert for more details  

 

Annual Legislators Forum  
 

Seems like political buzz is at an all-time high lately ï locally 

and statewide, as well as national.  But what do the issues of 
the day really mean for you and your business? 

 
Hosted by the Skokie Chamber of Commerce, this event is 

sponsored by AT&T Illinois, Westfield Old Orchard and Forest 
City Enterprises. This annual breakfast-and-networking event 

is your chance to hear brief presentations from key Illinois 

legislators, and then get your questions answered in a 
business-focused environment. 

 
 

Friday, October 28, 2011: 7:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  
Evanston Golf Club, 4407 W. Dempster St., Skokie 
$35 fee, $45 for non -members; includes breakfast, 

RSVP Required  
 

Multi -Chamber Business After -Hours 
with Creative Promotional Products is 

November 10, 2011  

 

Presented by:  



 

 

E-Z Movers, Inc is a full-service moving company based  

in Skokie, Illinois. The company has been providing the 
community with professional moving and storage services 

since 1997. They offer top quality moving, packing and 
storage services as one of the top ten moving companies in 

Illinois. E-Z Movers is working hard to constantly improve 

their services and always seeks innovative ways to satisfy 
their customers. The company executes local, long distance 

and commercial moves and they handle fine art, antique 
furniture and pianos.  
 

E-Z Movers professionally 

trained and certified relocation 
consultants and moving crews 

will help you organize your move 

and answer all your questions. 
They use their long time 

expertise and experience to 
make every relocation feel like a 

breeze. E-Z Movers professional 

equipment and skilled crews 
guarantee fast and efficient relocation. Their moving services 

include disassembling furniture, packing and wrapping, 
loading and unloading, as well as reassembling at your new 

home or office. 
   

Furthermore, E-Z Movers is a proud affiliate of Susan G. 
Komen For The Cure, the largest breast cancer foundation in 

the US. Their distinct fleet of pink trucks bears Susan G. 

Komen Logo everywhere they go to illustrate awareness and 
help fight and end breast cancer. As an area affiliate of 

Komen Chicago, E-Z Movers has developed the On The Move 
For The Cure fundraiser. A percentage of every move  E-Z 

Movers does each year goes to this fundraiser. Everyone can 

donate on their Community Involvement web page.   
 

E-Z Movers      

3400 Oakton Street 

Skokie, IL 60076 
Phone: 888.917.8300 

Fax: 847.568.9388     
www.e-zmovers.com  

www.usaezmovers.com  

 
 

 
 

 

BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHTS  
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An energetic buzz fills the air 

around 4845 W. Oakton in 

downtown Skokie, the site of the 
new Bughouse Studio, which 

opened its doors to the public on Saturday, July 30. With a 
focus on ceramics and fused glass, Bughouse Studio is a 

fresh, contemporary environment that inspires creativity, 

ensures high-quality work production, displays artwork and 
guarantees fun.   
 

Owners Andrea and Dan 

Horyn, with a combined 20 
years of teaching 

experience with students 
ranging in ages from 

kindergarten to high school, 

targeted Skokie as the ideal 
location for a ceramic arts 

studio.  Dan and Andrea 
believe that Skokie is a 

community that clearly 

embraces diversity, cultural 
traditions, and the arts.  

Through their shared vision 
of Bughouse Studio, they 

created a nature-inspired space that allows artists of all 
ages and abilities to discover the true value of artistic 

expression.  With backgrounds in art, literature, rhetoric, 

and education, Andrea and Dan naturally hold self-
expression in the highest regard.  In fact, the name of the 

studio references Bughouse Square in Chicagoôs 
Washington Square Park where the freedom of speech and 

expression has largely thrived for the last 100 years. 
 

Offering a variety of classes to novices and experts alike, 

Bughouse Studio provides instruction that couples 
unparalleled expertise with high-flying enthusiasm to 

foster success in each independent artist.  Classes range 
from ñYoung at Artò for artists ages 55 and older to ñLittle 

Bugsò for 3 and 4 year-olds to ñBeginning Ceramicsò and 
ñWheelthrowing for All Abilitiesò for all ages.  Bughouse 

Studio also hosts special events and private parties, like 

ñClay and Cocktailsò the last Friday of every month and  
art-infused birthday parties.  
 

Individuals interested in more information on classes and 

services, including Saturday birthday parties, should refer 
to www.bughouseartstudio.com or call the studio  

at (847) 674 -3774. 

E-Z Movers  

Do you have a special offer, a special announcement or  

an event to share? Find out how to spread the word by 
calling 847-673-0240 and ask for Linda at the office.  

Bughouse Studio Teaches  
A New Way with Clay  
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Marking its one-year anniversary, the 
Skokie Voice Residentsô Association 

welcomes Skokie merchants to become 

members, sponsors or patrons. 
 

The mission of Skokie Voice is to 

facilitate communication between 

residents and Village officials on 
issues including community safety 

and economic development. 
Membership is open to all residents over 18 and business 

and property owners. SV is registered with the State of 

Illinois as a nonpartisan civic organization. 
 

Here are 5 reasons for merchants to join SV: 
 

1. Residents are Skokie merchantsô closest and best 

customers. 

2. SV provides a unique opportunity for residents and 
merchants to join together for a safe and thriving 

community. 
3. Through SVôs Economic Development Committee and 

ñSmart Skokieò forums, merchants and residents can 

participate in dialogue with Village officials.  
4. SV business members, sponsors and patrons will be 

listed on the SV website with their street and website 
addresses; a listing of sponsorsô and patronsô names will be 

featured in SV promotional pieces. 
5. SV is engaged in the community, with active committees 

open to all residents on community safety, housing, 

schools, economic development and the environment.  SVôs 
2011 activities include: 
 

Å ñMeet the Mayorò Community Forum featuring Mayor 

George Van Dusen (February) 
Å Community Forum on Housing (June) including Village 

directors of property standards and economic development 
Å ñSmart Skokie Forumò (July) on new economic-

development ideas 

Å Community Forum on Schools (Oct. 19, Oakton 
Community Center, 7 p.m.)  

Å 250-signature petition to Cook County Commissioner 
Larry Suffredin for expedited road repairs on Crawford 

Avenue  

Å Information conveyed via website (www.skokievoice.org) 
and e-blasts about ComEd service issues  
 

Annual dues for business members are $25; 
sponsors contribute $100 annually and patrons 
$250 or more. Join using PayPal at 
www.skokievoice.org; click Membership tab.  
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Joining Skokie Voice: Whatôs in it  
for Merchants?  

 

Orchard Village is a nonprofit social service agency that 

provides services to individuals with developmental 

challenges.  The organization is an exemplary non-profit 
celebrating 39 years of providing integrated and inclusive 

supports and training to children, young adults, and adults 
with a variety of developmental challenges, emotional 

disabilities, and other challenges.  Originally, Orchard Village 
provided residential and vocational options to young adults 

that were graduating from Special Education.  Over the 

years, Orchard Village has grown both the residential and 
vocational programs and has expanded services to In Home 

Services and established Orchard 
Academy.  The organization now serves 

over 300 people in Chicago and its north 

and northwest suburbs.  
 

Orchard Village programs include:  

Å Residential (24 hour and Intermittent): 

Provides supports to 108 persons with 
Developmental challenges in 11 group 

homes and 19 independent apartments. 
Å Vocational: Provides assistance to 122 individuals to locate 

and maintain community based employment.  These supports 

are provided in collaboration with 70 area employers in 90 
different locations.   

Å Home Based Support Services: Provides services to 33 
children and adults who live in their home.  This program 

allows individuals and their families to truly experience 

person centered planning and choose their services. 
Å Orchard Academy: Provides the independent living, 

vocational, social, and life skills necessary for high school 
students in special education to successfully transition into 

life after high school.  We currently serve 11 students.  
Å Respite Services: Supports 25 families who provide  

ongoing care in their home to their loved ones with 

disabilities.  The program gives family members time to 
recharge and attend to other obligations and connects them 

to community resources and activities for their family 
member with disabilities. 
 

Orchard Village has been a proactive member in the 

community and as a result, strong relationships with 
neighborhood partners have developed.  Community 

agencies and other 

organizations such as area 
employment and training 

centers routinely work with 
Orchard Village customers 

and staff.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Orchard Village  
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PROFILES  

NON-PROFIT  

For more information contact:  
Joy Decker, Executive Director 
Orchard Village 
7670 Marmora Ave. 
Skokie, IL. 60077 
847-967-1800 x 114 
www.orchardvillage.org 
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IN ACTION  

YOUR CHAMBER 

Skokieôs Backlot Bash 
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 September Small Office/Home Office  

Chamber members and volunteers 
handed out guides and maps, sold 
plant pots and tested posture at 
the Backlot Bash Business Booth 

Octura Models, Inc., 20th  

Rotary Club of Skokie Valley, 20th 

Alfred S. Nathan, Insurance, 20th 

ABI Mortgage, 15th 

Albany Bank & Trust Company N.A., 15th 

Smiles of Skokie, 15th 

A Caring Concept, Inc., 10th 

First American Bank, 10th 

Contour Landscaping and Snow 

Removal, 10th 

Leslie M. Stern Design, Ltd., 10th 

Hoopis Financial Group, 10th 

 

 

 

Skokie Maid & Cleaning Services, 10th 

Mayfair Games, Inc., 10th 

U.S. Cellular, 5th 

Allstate Insurance, 5th 

Corrigan & Freres Electric Company, 5th  

WorkNet Northern Cook County, 5th 

CJE Senior Life, 5th 

Zubisma Distributors, 5th 

Lite Zone Electric, LLC, 5th 

Aflac - Robyn Weinstein, 5th 

First Bank & Trust Skokie, 5th 

Usborne Books, 5th 

 

 

 

Fall Membership Luncheon and Member Anniversaries  

Sanford -Brownôs 

One Year 
Anniversary  

Holly Rotman-Zaid, A Woman of 
Substance , presented ñPut Your 
Marketing in Context!ò at the 
September SOHO meeting 

Ruben Villanueva, Eclissi 
Italian Restaurant, hosted a 
sampling of items from the menu 
in their back patio  

Sanford -Brown College 
celebrated its One - Year  
Anniversary on Sept. 15 


