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www.skokiechamber.org

CHAMBER EVENTS

Thursday, February 7
BUSINESS AFTER-HOURS
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.

CLE (College Living Experience)
7337 N. Lincoln Avenue, Lincolnwood

Wednesday, February 13

LUNCH 6N LEARN
FROM STRESS TO SUCCESS
Noon - 1:30 p.m.

Skokie Public Library
5215 Oakton Street, Skokie

Thursday, February 21
BUSINESS AFTER-HOURS
WITH MORTON GROVE CHAMBER
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Sign A Rama
9241 Skokie Boulevard, Skokie

Friday, February 22
SKOKIE CHAMBER BREAK FAST CLUB
7:30 - 9:00 a.m.
Oakton Community Center
4701 Oakton Street, Skokie

Wednesday, February 27
MULTI-CHAMBER
NETWORKING LUNCH
Noon - 1:30 p.m.

Radisson Hotel
2875 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Northbrook

Friday, February 29
WOMEN IN BUSINESS FASHION SHOW
WITH WILMETTE CHAMBER
Noon - 1:30 p.m.
Doubletree Hotel
9599 Skokie Boulevard, Skokie

Check out the website at
www.skokiechamber.org
to get information on
future events.

Event Registration Form is on back
cover. Fax or call in your reservation at
least 48 hours prior to the event.
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Congratulations to these Members who won Awards at the
Board Installation and Member Awards Luncheon

Member of the Year

The Holiday Inn North Shore

This award recognizes excellence in business or organizational practices and
operation, involvement in the Chamber and the greater Skokie community.

New Member of the Year

Diamond Bank

This award recognizes members who have
been affiliated with the Chamber 12 months or
less and have demonstrated excellence in
business or organizational practices and
operation, involvement in the Skokie Chamber
and the greater Skokie community.

Non-Profit of the Year

American Cancer Society

This award recognizes local area non-profit
organizations who have successfully partnered
with the Chamber to fundraise, create programs
or otherwise further their organizational
missions.

Volunteer of the Year

Arthur Gately, Albany Bank
This award recognizes an individual or company .
who has given of their time and/or sponsorship
to further the mission and programs of the Skokie Chamber of Commerce.

Best Networker of the Year

Robert Orenstein, New York Life Insurance Company

This award recognizes a Chamber member who has successfully increased his/her
business and facilitated connections to other Chamber members through networking
and consistent attendance at Skokie Chamber events and public functions. This
person is recognized as best knowing how to use Chamber resources and
connections.

Chamber Ambassador of the Year

Leslie Stern, Leslie M. Stern Design Ltd.

This award recognizes Chamber members who have represented the Chamber
throughout the community and assisted in Chamber recruitment efforts through their
enrollment of new members.

Rising Star Award

Ebrahim Valliani - Holiday Inn North Shore

This award recognizes the efforts of a member of the Young Professional Network-
40 Below! for their participation in Chamber events, as having contributed to the
broader programming efforts of the Chamber and as a Young Professional who has
effectively integrated themselves into the Skokie Business Community.



CHANTELE HAIR SALON
4958 W. Oakton Street
Skokie, IL 60077
847-673-3803 (1)

Joanna Perez
www.chantelesalon.com
Beauty Salons, Hair & Nails

EDWARD JONES-JASON CLARKE
PO Box 1581

Skokie, IL 60077

847-674-2934 (t)

Jason Clarke

jason.clarke @edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Financial Services

ENTERPRISE RENT-A-CAR
8225 N. Skokie Boulevard
Skokie, IL 60076
847-679-4004 (t)
847-679-4065 (f)

Gabe Guzzo
gabeguzzo@yahoo.com
www.enterprise.com

Auto Rental

ENTERPRISE RENT-A-CAR
3205 W. Howard Street
Skokie, IL 60076
847-329-7700 (t)
847-329-0760 (f)

Dave Rohlfing
www.enterprise.com

Auto Rental

THE HUMAN ORGANIZATION, INC.
1426 Mulford Street

Evanston, IL 60202

847-869-9516 (t)

847-869-9514 (f)

Dana M. Pearl
dana.pearl@humanorganization.com
www.humanorganization.com

Equal Employment Opportunity
Training and Consulting

IMMIGRATION LAW ASSOCIATES, P.C.

8930 N. Gross Point Road, Suite 500
Skokie, IL 60077

847-581-0400 (t)

847-581-0635 (f)

Elizabeth Walder
ewalder@immig-chicago.com
www.immig-chicago.com

Attorneys & Legal Services

In This Issue
New Members/Renewals
Executive Director Message ....

Upcoming Events
Business Spotlights
Nonprofit Profiles

KONIK & COMPANY, INC.

7535 N. Lincoln Avenue

Skokie, IL 60076

847-933-1800 (1)

847-933-1818 (f)

Stan Konik

stan@konik.com

www.konik.com

Advertising Specialties & Premiums

MICHAEL SILVER & COMPANY, CPA
5750 Old Orchard Road, Suite 200
Skokie, IL 60077

847-982-0333 (t)

847-982-0219 (f)

John Poulopoulos

johnp@msco.net

WWW.msco.net

Accountants, CPA & Tax Preparation

POSITIVE CHANGES CHICAGO LLC
4801 W. Peterson Avenue, Suite 601
Chicago, IL 60646

773-725-3200 (t)

773-725-7630 (f)

Catherine Johns
catherine.johns@positivechanges.com
www.positivechanges.com

Health and Wellness

SOLUS, LLC./LEVEL 2 STORAGE INC.
5301 W. Dempster Street, Suite 306
Skokie, IL 60077

847-965-8044 (t)

847-965-3235 (f)

Stuart Gabel

s.gabel@solus.net

www.solus.net

Computer Training and Consulting

WEICHERT REALTORS
LAKESHORE PARTNERS

2006 Central Street

Evanston, IL 60201

847-570-9900 (t)

847-570-9909 (f)

Julie Goncoe
Julie@LSPrealestate.com
www.weichertlakeshore.com

Real Estate, Commercial & Residental

Correction
Glen Roter, a long-time member of
Sales Vantage Referral is with Edward Jones.

In the Community

In the Community and

Your Chamber in Action

News You Can Use

Advertisers, Rate Sheet ....pg. 10-11
Event Registration
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ALS Foundation, Les Turner, 1989
The Alter Group, Ltd., 1999
Andyob6s Custom Gutt
Anil Malhotra & Co. Ltd., 1997
Barry A. Springer P.C., 2001
Bassing Roofing and Sheet Metal, 1963
Bears of Hope, 2002
Binnyds Beverage
Faith Builders, Inc., 1961

Gregory P. Turza Attorney
and Counselor at Law, 2006

Grubb and Ellis
Management Services Inc., 1993

IMODS, 1990
Jews for Jesus, 2005
Karson Construction, Inc., 1999
Kiwanis Club of Skokie Valley, 1992
Leslie M. Stern Design, Ltd., 2001
Lin -Mar Motors, Inc., 2005
Metro Maintenance Service, Inc., 2003
Mr. Floor Companies, 1999

North Suburban
Dental Associates, 2005

Octura Models, Inc., 1991
Sales Results, Inc., 2006

Search Developmental
Center, Inc., 2000

Sign One, 1991
Sign -Up Graphics, 2002
Skokie Animal Hospital, 1991

Skokie Fire Fighters Local
#3033 IAFF, 1992

Skokie Park District, 1955
Skokie Public Library, 1995
Standard Grinding & Mfg. Co., 2001

U.S. Representative
Jan Schakowsky, 1994

V&J Landscaping & Service, Inc., 1999
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Mailing services for
The Chamber Connection
are provided by
Chamber member
Direct Malil Source,
6653 W. Howard, Niles

847-676-3744.
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An Exciting 2008 at the Skokie Chamber

Dear Friends,

2008 has started off on a very exciting and dynamic note for the
Skokie Chamber of Commerce. Our New Member Orientation
program greeted 60 business professionals, all eager to learn how they can
benefit from Chamber membership. Our new Board of Directors is ready to start
making an impact on the organization. Many thanks to Randy Miles from the
Village Inn Pizzeria Sports Bar & Grill for hosting a fantastic Business After-
Hoursd we had record numbers present to experience the new smoke-free
environment of the restaurant. Our Board Installation and Member Awards
Luncheon was very well attended with lllinois State Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias
as keynote speaker. Congratulations to our award winners! Everyone has done
a terrific job at strengthening the Chamber this past year.

With so many changes having taken place within the organization, the Board of
Directors will be undertaking a strategic planning process to guide the Chamber
forward over the next several years. It is important for us as an organization to
better understand what you, the members, want and envision for the future of
your Chamber. We will be sending out member surveys in the next couple of
months. We hope you will take the time to give us feedback on your experience
as a Skokie Chamber member.

Also, you will be noticing a couple of program changes for 20086 most notably
that we wil|l be taking our Lunch &8n

help familiarize area business people with other area businesses and community
resources, we wi || be holding
throughout the community. Also this month, on Friday, February 22 we will be
introducing a new i nfor mal mont hly
Chamber Breakf ast Cindudtry specifictnetworking breakéast
moderated by member Mike Rudnicki from KMR Print, Inc. In March we will
l aunch our new Business Leadersbéo
University, held in partnership with the Wilmette and Niles Chambers of
Commerce. Please look in this and future editions of The Chamber Connection
for information on these and upcoming Chamber programs.

During the week beginning February 18, we will be making phone calls to the
membership to expand the advertising section in The Chamber Connection. The
advertising reaches 1,200 business people in the community each month and
allows us to underwrite the cost of producing this fine publication. We hope that
you will find it a beneficial marketing tool that you can support.

It is our mission here at the Skokie Chamber of Commerce to provide you with
quality programming, events and marketing opportunities that help you grow and
expose your business to the community. Please feel free to call me at the
Chamber office should you want further information or if I can help connect you
to another business in the community.

Howard S. Meyer
Executive Director
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Skokie Chamber
2008 Board of Directors
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Deborah Mattes, President
Westfield Old Orchard

Glen Roter,
Executive Vice President
Edward Jones Investments

Carolyn Anthony,
Vice President
Skokie Public Library
(Public Sector)

Art Gately, Treasurer
Albany Bank &
Trust Company N.A. Bank

Baob Pielet, Secretary
Your PC Help Desk
—
Cynthia Barron
Chiro One Wellness Center

Neil Codell
Niles Township Dist. 219
(Public Sectoyr
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Diamond Bank
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n o pusan Doroshow D.D.

General Dentist
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Attorney

Raman Grover
Zubisma Distributors

Sheila Lakhani-Gilani
Holiday Inn North Shore

Brian Moak
Duxler Tire & Car Care Center

Jerry Mytych
AT&T

Robert Orenstein
New York Life Insurance Co.

Al Rigoni
Village of Skoki€Public Sector)

Mark Schneiderman
Skokie Park District
(Public Sector)

Lynn Seinfeld
Oakton Community College
(Public Sector)
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Business AfterHours
CLE (College Living Experience)

Skokie Chamber of Commerce members will be networking
at CLE (College Living Experience).

CLE is a post-secondary transition program for young
adults with special needs attending college, university or a
vocational school. Join Chamber members to learn more
about programs at CLE and network at this exciting event.

CLE

Thursday, February 7, 2008
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.

CLE (College Living Experience)
7337 N. Lincolnwood Avenue,
Lincolnwood

No fee

Lunch 6énmn Learn
From Stress to Success

College /.iving Experience

The aftermath of the Holidaysd with them came more food,
more drink, more travel, more celebrations, more debt and
more stress!

Enjoy an exclusive seminar featuring
Dr. Ashlin Gasiorowski, D.C. a health
expert from Chiro One Wellness
Center who will share cutting-edge >
information and techniques to help
you go from stress to success after the holiday season and
beyond. You will learn the three causes of stress and how
to overcome them
e Your bodydés response to st
e The most powerful anti-stress tool you have
e Tips and strategies to stay healthy during the whole

year to come

Wednesday, February 13, 2008
Noon - 1:30 p.m.

Skokie Public Library

5215 Oakton Street, Skokie
$10 Fee - Includes lunch

Business AfterHours
Sign A Rama
Join Skokie and Morton

Grove Chamber Members
at Sign A Rama Skokie on Thursday, February 21, 2008.

SIGN AN

""" WHERE THE WORLD GOES FOR SIGNS

Sign A Rama Skokie will be open for members from both
Chambers to explore the store, meet new contacts, enjoy

hors déouevres and cocktail s
Sign A Rama Skokiebs product
Thursday, February 21, 2008

5:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Sign A Rama

9241 Skokie Boulevard, Skokie

No fee
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Skokie Chamber Breakfast Club

Promote your business to fellow
chamber members at the first Skokie
Chamber Breakfast Club. This dynamic
monthly networking event is open to all
members! You'll participate in 30-second
introductions, small group networking
and receive great tips on networking.

Don't miss this fantastic opportunity to develop new
relationships that lead to great referrals and business
opportunities! This event will be held every fourth Friday of
each month.

Friday, February 22, 2008
7:30 - 9:00 a.m.

Oakton Community Center
4701 Oakton Street, Skokie
$10 fee, breakfast included

Multi -Chamber Networking Lunch

@ﬁ" <
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Participating Chambers: Des Plaines,

Evanston, Glenview, Highland Park, Morton Grove, Mount
Prospect, Niles, Park Ridge, Skokie, Wheeling/Prospect
Heights and Wilmette.

Join the members of 11 Chambers to
network at this fast-paced event!
Youbl |l be seated
people at three different tables to
promote your business and exchange
business cards.

You must register and prepay by February 18.

Wednesday, February 27, 2008

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Radisson Hotel

2875 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Northbrook
$25 Fee for members/$30 for non-members
$35 Table Advertising

Women in Business Fashion Show

Donét miss this fabul ous
Hotel & Conference Center Chicago North Shore! The
event will feature joint
Groups from the Skokie and Wilmette Chambers. The
event will also feature a fun and
informative prese
Comfortably for S
Marianne Guinee, Independent
wargohe Corsyent i
W%elﬁeaderg @SAvices.
Friday, February 29, 2008
Noon - 1:30 p.m.

Doubletree Hotel & Conference
Center

9599 Skokie Boulevard, Skokie
$10 Fee - Includes Lunch

event

net wo



Shop the World from a Single Sourc&é
Konik and Company, Inc.

For more than 35 years,
Konik & Company, Inc.
has supplied time-proven
premiums and incentives
guaranteed to make their
customers winners.

Thousands of premier

customers have made the g 01K & COMPANY INC
company their key source

for just about everything from around the globe. Konik &
Company, Inc. promises that their customers will always
receive the three cornerstones of their business:

Outstanding Products... Guaranteed to Satisfy You
Choose high-tech calculators, stylish watches, decorative
accents, hard-to-find tools and cutting-edge products
incorporating the newest innovative technology. And if you
donot see it,
power and high-efficiency operation means they can
produce just about anything and assure low, competitive

j u s t-voleme buyingt h e nm.

ACl assic Comfort
Sweety Pies Bakery, Cakery & Café

Sweety Pies Bakery is a family-owned and operated
business specializing in fresh, homemade, old-fashioned
pastries and desserts. The classic comfort food at Sweety
Pies is hearty, wholesome and satisfying. Located at
7931 N. Lincoln in downtown Skokie, Sweety Pies offers a
wide range of products baked fresh daily, including pies,
cookies, bars, brownies, muffins, cakes and cupcakes.

Also featured are croissants,
scones, galettes, specialty cakes
and quick breads. Breakfast and
lunch item favorites include

S“ 35!5 ¥
¥

bagels, quiche, and a variety of

sandwiches and soups. Sweety

®
¥ m
@l@?@“
Pies provides sandwich and

dessert trays for school, corporate and private events. Give
them a call at 847-213-0900 to discuss your needs and
pla€ean ordke® s hi gh

The inspiration behind Sweety Pies comes from a long

@ 58 ®

prices. Whatoés more, the co nnp%h L#p%ogfocldqmg %ntbqklﬂpeand§%ol[<lqg§0ftlghéa{nﬁlyo n

Guarantee backs up every product purchased. adition continues with serving customers the same
quallty products they find delectable.

Unmatched Serviceéthe Best inht Sd tPsy h

From your very first contact T 0 Wﬁe € |stopv\p {ast)ftrﬁaés);at

AKoni k Difference. o0 The comp
professionals are not only f
Just explain your needs and

suggest the right premiums or incentives to best fit your
program and budget. If you order 5,000 or more of an item,
products can even be customized to accommodate your
exact needs. And wi t h-ofythe-art
warehouse operation assures professional service and
guarantees timely shipment.

Ful I Business SupportéYour
Koni kés Mission

Koni k and Companyods offer
their catalog. If you wish, they can provide you with the
marketing support your company needs for a successful
campaign, including product recommendations, strategic
planning, plan execution, even control of your campaign.

(@)

(n

do

For all of your premium and
anyone. Experience the benefits of a family-owned and
operated business thatoés bee
more than 35 years i let Konik & Company, Inc. be a part
of your winning team.

Stan Konik

Konik & Company, Inc.
7535 N. Lincoln Avenue
Skokie, IL 60076
847-933-1800
stan@konik.com
www.konik.com

a y néa e frgm Sé)r{;lt c o nd seasonal

sing simp
n.ap d Ugerar
|r (gxgege ce bﬁl ré%w as e1‘(5ned ﬂtrbf%mﬁy&ag ﬁ‘ugrb ! e X
own award wmnmg rempes and Dana, a graduate of the
French Pastry School of Chicago, has worked in bakeries
preparing wedding and specialty cakes. The mother-and-
ghter te V\qlld ign.and.cteate cystom cakes built to
g;ecrﬁcatlor?{%r Wed nggr;b bltrjtshéa?c}se[ fagmlly celebrations
and all special occasions.

Ilglo(l:ldgyssgemqlltlgs are always available, so keep Sweety
in mind for your Sweety

e Switdlyi Pie§ Bhkkry W lodated akrbss the sietlfrond the€ M
recently remodeled Skokie Theatre with ample street and
public parking nearby.

Arden and Dana Kruger
_ Sweety Pies Bakery, Cakery & Café
I 79818\ Linkokh Averug © ,
Skokie, IL 60077

N g4%.#15-0080f Y i N g
www.sweetypiesbakery.com

donot trust

customers for

Would you like your business to be featured in
The Chamber Connection?

Call Tracy Banks, newsletter editor at
847-673-0240 to find out how the
Skoki e Chraentihaanbed Gonnection
can increase exposure for your business.

Food
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SHORE Community Services, Inc.
Provides Services for Children and Adults

SHOREOGs mission is to i
persons with developmental disabilities through
educational, residential, vocational and related programs

provided with community integrated support .

mpr oV

and services. Helping children and adults

reach their full potential and, thus, lead them |
to more independent and productive lives is >

fundamental to the process. SHORE —
provides a comprehensive array of services: SHORE

The Early Intervention program in Skokie serves infants to
three-year-olds who are experiencing developmental
delays. SHORE provides individual and group therapy
(occupational, speech, and developmental) and other
services in a variety of locations, such as our El Center, the
chil ddébs home or day care.

SHORE offers a range of residential services in Evanston
and Skokie for individuals with mild to very severe
disabilities. Services provided are intermittent to 24-hour
care based on individual needs. Homes are provided in a
variety of community-based living arrangements, including
small group homes and scattered site apartments.

SHORE offers In-home Respite Care for children and
adults with developmental disabilities. The purpose of the
program is to ease some of the stress families experience
when they are the sole caregiver of a family member with a
developmental disability.

The Joseph Koenig Sr. Training Center in Morton Grove
provides vocational evaluation, developmental training,
sheltered employment, work adjustment, supported
employment and job placement services for nearly 200
adults with developmental disabilities. The center also
offers a Senior Services Program, which is a retirement
option for seniors 55 or older.

The Lois Lloyd Center in Evanston houses an Adult
Services Program, which offers developmental education
for adults 18 years and older. Participants may have
multiple disabilities, including severe/profound to moderate
developmental disabilities, physically challenged and
medically fragile. This adult educational program teaches
adaptive daily living skills and prevocational skills.

The Second Time Around Thrift & Gift Shop in Skokie is a
re-sale shop that sells donated gently used clothing, home
décor, kitchen items and more. All proceeds benefit
SHOREOGs programs and service

Debora Braun

SHORE Community Services, Inc.
4232 Dempster Street

Skokie, IL 60076

847-982-2030 x25
www.shoreinc.org
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Seniors Action Service
Gives Seniors a Chance to Live at Home

e Astpéople agedinanp liortger than fever befdres thefy want to
stay in their homes and remain connected to their
communities as long as
possible. Seniors Action
Service gives older adults this

lifestyle choice. Its mission is to M
support the efforts of older enIors
adults to remain in their homes @ﬁ'”@[ﬁ]
and maintain their highest level eruiIce

of independence possible: they
make living easier.

The agency offers non-medical home care assistance to
about 300 seniors each year for approximately 35% - 40%
below the average market rate. Assistance is available
from Seniors Action Service caregivers to seniors living in
Niles Township and other north and northwest Cook
County suburbs, as well as Chicago proper. Tailored to
each persondéds needs,
planning and preparation, personal care, medication
reminding, nighttime care, companionship, light
housekeeping and laundry, errands and appointments, and
other activities as needed. Caregivers are available from
four hours a month to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

How is Seniors Action Service different? As a nonprofit
agency, Seniors Action Ser«wi
priced home care allows the agency to assist seniors who
otherwise could not afford to stay home safely. Established

in 1975, the United Way-supported agency maintains
relationships with community leaders, social service
agencies and senior advocacy professionals.

More than 75% of the clients are 80 years and older,
testament to the independenc
committed to staying home as long as possible. Seniors
Action Service maintains a registry of caregivers who

provide skilled and compassionate assistance. The

selective screening results in the organization being

known for its exceptional caregiver selection, training

and retention.

Special fundraising events as well as donations from
individuals and institutional funders help Seniors Action
Service maintain reasonable fees. The annual Caregiver of
the Year dinner and auction celebrates caregivers and their
relationship with older adults, andthe i Ol der i s
Antique Event features a specialist who appraises antiques
s and heirlooms brought in by the public. These and other
fundrai sers support Senio
Aimake |living easiero for

Judith Greifer

Seniors Action Service
1114 Church Street
Evanston, IL 60201
847-864-7274
www.seniorsasi@aol.com
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Hizzoner: Daley the FirsReturns to Skokie

The critically-acclaimed production of Hizzoner: Daley the
First will return to the Skokie Theatre January 31 through
February 10, 2008.

Mayor Richard J. Daley (19027 1976), authoritarian
politician, family man and dynasty builder, whose life was
inextricably bound to Chicagod the city he lovedd is
explored in Hizzoner. Written and starring Neil Giuntoli, it is
directed by Stefan Brun and opened March 2, 2006 at Prop
Thtr. Hizzoner calls forth from history of the 60s and 70s
while featuring a theatrically intimate look at the man atop
Chi cagobs p ol Hizzaner affers parsondiities e .
who worked with Daley and somed like Jesse Jacksond
with whom he had a crucial crossing of paths. There is also
a glimpse into how "Da Mare" may have seen himself.

Additional cast members include William Bullion, Varrick
Dougl as, Dwight Eastman/ Mi k¢
Eldrenkamp, Gordon Gillespie, Dianne M. Honeyman,

Nick Leininger, Doug Peterson, Don Schroeder and

Whit Spurgeon.

Tickets for performances at the Skokie Theatre at

1924 N. Lincoln Avenue in Skokie are available for the
following dates: Thursday, January 31 through Saturday,
February 2 at 8 p.m.; Sunday, February 3, 3 p.m.;
Thursday, February 7 through Saturday, February 9, 8
p.m.; Sunday, February 10, 3 p.m. Tickets are $40 for the
general public, $35 for senior citizens (Thursday and Friday
only) and $25 for students at all performances.

They can be purchased online at SkokieTheatre.org. For
more information, call the Skokie Theatre box office

at 847-677-7761.

Skoki ebs Budget

For the 15" consecutive year, the Village of Skokie has
received the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award
from the Government Finance Officers Association of the
United States and Canada (GFOA). The award is the
highest form of recognition in governmental budgeting and
represents a significant achievement by the Village.

The GFOA award recognizes
nationally accepted guidelines for effective budget
presentation. The award also recognizes a significant
achievement and commitment by the Village Board and
staff in meeting the highest principles of governmental
budgeting for fiscal year 2008, in effect from May 1, 2007
through April 30, 2008.

Sk

The GFOA states that in order to receive the Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award, a budget must be rated as
proficient in the following
budget serves as a policy document, a financial plan, an
operations guide and a communications device.

Released by Public Information Division
Natalie M.K. Marquez, 847-933-8219

Monthly blog by Mike Buhmann, Business and Career Librarian

Save Money with Open Source Software

There's a reason Bill Gates is the richest man in the

world. A vast majority of businesses and organizations pay
a lot of money to use Microsoft Office software. For a small
business with a limited budget, MSOffice which includes
Word, Excel and PowerPoint, can be a big expense. There
is an alternative, however. It's called Open Source
software. "Open Source" is another term for "free" software.
How does it work? Open Source is software that can

be "used, studied and modified without restriction." That
means it's free to download and use and, meanwhile, a
community of volunteer developers is working to upgrade
the software and squash bugs.

\?lr?aﬁyrpés %f%dftwa‘geaarrg GUt there? There are office
suites that mimic MSOffice with spreadsheet, word
processing and presentation programs. | use OpenOffice
(openoffice.org) myself, which has all the features | need,
but there are other office suites available including web-
based office products such as Google Docs. These free
programs may not have all the features of MSOffice, but
they may have just what you need; and you can't beat the
price.

There are also open source alternatives to the pricey
Adobe PhotoShop graphics editor. | use a program called
"The Gimp" (www.gimp.org), which offers almost all the
features of PhotoShop, including the steep learning curve
for the price of $0. For a list of other open source software
for Windows, you can check the OSSWin website at
osswin.sourceforge.net. For the adventurous, you may

Oevenavdnt o tyy an dRe@aleqo g imiows 2n¢usgk the
open source operating system Linux in one of many
flavors. Check the Linux website (linux.org) for more
information.

Finally, the Skokie Public Library can help you learn how to
use your new resources and save money too. You can
borrow from our large collection of computer books or you
can use your Skokie Public Library card and go to Safari

0 Bobkd Orfline Rid'tHedittdry weRite ats at 1 s f yi ng
databases.skokielibrary.info. Here you will have online
access to thousands of the latest computer and business
books that you can read from your computer. For more
information on using these and other library resources
contact Mike Buhmann at the Skokie Public Library
mbuhmann@skokielibrary.info or 847-324-3176.

Thank you to

2t eSkokiePark' Sidtric¥e ' ' !
for sponsoring the

January Board Meeting!
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